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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following UtUe Narvative baling been 
read in nanuscript by several of tbe writer's 
friendfly in whose jndgmemt he has much 
wouBou to confide, they recoimnended its 
piiUicaAion^ pnneqmlly oh the grMmd that 
every light respecting Africa was desiraUey 
with the view of promoting the civiUzation 
and improvement of its population. They 
Ukewise proposed its appearance precisely in 
the state it now stands, conceiving that a 
short and simple relation of facts, as they 
occurred, (more especially in the description 
of savages) frequently enables the mind to 
form a better judgment of their character. 
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IV PREFACE. 

than a more elabo];ate and voluminous pro- 
duction. 

Should the perusal of these pages tend to 
suggest to others any more feasible plan for 
the amelioration of the benighted Afiicans, 
the author will be fully compensated for the 
awkwardness which he feels in thus ob- 
truding on the world, what might otherwise 
be considered a mere history of personal 
adventures. 
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In the beginning of the year 1803, the 
reduction of the naval establishment, in 
cimsequence of the short peace, or rather 
armistice, cast loose, among other classes 
of officers, a great number in the medical 
department. 

Many of the junior branches, who had 
entered the service immediately from 
college, and had been, of course, cut off 
from the opportunity of forming those 
connexions, so necessary to success in 
private practice, and at that early period 
of life also, when success could not fairly 
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2 VOYAGE TO AFRICA. 

be expected, were now obliged to seek 
for employment in other directions. 

Indeed, the department under which 
fliey were more immediately placed (that 
of Earl St. Vincent), was desirous rather 
of their continuing afloat and unsettled, 
as by these means they would acquire 
an accession to that sort of experience^ 
which improved them for the service, 
should it be again necessary to call upon 
them ; and, as an additional spur, or en- 
couragement to exert themselves in ob- 
taining such situations, all half-pay or 
other provision was at that time judici- 
pui^ly. withheld from them. 
, I was one of those thus happily cir- 
cumstanced ; and therefore accepted an 
appointment as Surgeon of a Ship, bound 
from London to the Coast of Africa, in 
the Slave Trade. For this purpose, how- 
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VOYAGE TO AFRICA. S 

ever, it was necessary for me, being at- 
tached to the King's service, to obtain re- 
gular leave of absence from the country 
for a certain term; for which document a 
fee of office was required. On demurring 
with the Secretary (a smiling round-faced 
litflie gentleman,) about the reasonable- 
ness of tins d^maikl from one who received 
nothing whatever from the public, and 
was himself retained by no fee, he re- 
plied, that the case certainly seemed 
rather a hard one ; but it was the form 
of offlc^e : and, as it was an honour t6 be 
attadied to the list even without half-pay, 
which in due time might also lead to higher 
and more substantial advancement, so it 
would T)e a pity on account of any little 
informaUtj/y to run a risk or lose the 
chance of these prospective advantages. 

B2 
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4 VOYAOE TO AFRICA. 

Flattered (to a certain extent) by the 
dignified view which be took of the sub- . 
jcct, and cheered with the hope of better 
days, I paid the money, and merrily 
embarked on board the Trusty^ then 
lying in the River. 

In January die sailed frmn the Mother 
Bank, soon cleared the Channel with a 
favouring gale, and steered the usual, 
course for the African shores. 

We coasted along from Cape. Spartel 
to Cape Mount, passing Senegal (having 
kept inside the Canary Idands and those of 
Cape de Verd), without any occurrence 
worthy of notice, except that one day, 
when at no great distance from the latter 
islands, we observed the sea around us, 
change suddenly to a florid red colour; 
but, in about a quarter of an hour, we 
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passed over this space, and caine again 
aa suddenly into what is usually termed 
Hue- water, the natural hue of ti^ ocean 
when out of soundings. 

We drew up several buckets dhiring 
the timef tins redness lasted; but there 
was no difference in colour betweoi it 
aikl sea-water generally. 

This phenomenon, therefore, moat have 
been occasioned by Ae reflection of 
some red substance from the bottom, 
probably a coral bank. 

We touched at several places between 
Cape Mount and Cape Coast Castle; 
sudi as Garraway, Cape Palmas, St. 
Andres, Cape Lahoo^ Grand Bassam, 
and ApoUonia, in order to obtain the 
necessary proportion of rice and corn for 
the future supply of the slaves in the mid- 
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die passage, or voyage to the West Indies; 
tills being what is termed the grain coast 

In this run we noticed various races 
of people and languages ; but our inter- 
course was too diort to admit of parti- 
cular observation of their mannefs. 

In this whole line, however, there 
appeared to be no natioi) of any impor* 
tance, being all scattered and petty tribes, 
tributary to somie more powerM nei^- 
hour of the ii^rior, such as Ariiantee. 

Skill in swimming and diving seemed 
to be a very characteristic feature among 
them. In thie^ respect they were literally 
amphibious, aqd their dexterity in fol- 
lowing downwards and picking up 
any trifling metallic substance thrown 
overboard to excite them, was really 
astonishing. 
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VOYAGE TO AFRICA. 7 

After retnaiiii% a day or two at 
C^^ Coast Ca^de (the oapitol of cm 
Afirtcan setUemeirts,) we proceeded to 
kieward into the Gtdf of Be&iii, taking 
with ug canoes and canoemem In, this 
GvM die sea-wind blows cdnttanUy from 
the west-south-westward, and on tiiat 
account itiere rolb in from ttie Ocean on 
all parts of the coast, a tremendous surf 
in which no Burepean boat, can lire; and 
therefore it becomes necessttry before 
pasring the Gold Coast, to hire thewt 
Fantee canoemen (genef aUy a captaiii 
and thirty-two liien to each canoe) in 
ercbr to oommuinoate witfi the riiore, aa 
they are not only more e^tpeft in crossing 
the bar than any other people^ but as 
some of the nations of this neighbourhood 
bare a religious prejudice against wetting 
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8 YOYAGE Xa APllICA. 

their feet with salt water, it woukl be 
impossibte to eommunicate without their 
assistance. 

Passing this surf for the first timei$m 
very terrifie process. Watching a fiiYOW^ 
able opportunity 9 the canoemen connaeDee 
operatkms on the back of a h%h ciMrling 
breater, and paddKng with all thm 
might, singii^ or rather shouting thenr 
wild song, tiiey follow it up, endeaYouring 
to aroid tiiat billow whidi is eoming oa 
astern ; and m tins way tfaey geiumdiy 
eontriYC to get thrown high upon the 
beach, when all instantly jump out, and 
take care that Ihe canoe is not washed 
back again by the micceeding wave. 

Should the canoe be upart, which not 
mtfrequ^[^y happens, the first gvand 
object with the blacks is to saye mef 
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white men who may be in it ; for if tte 
latter are drowned tiurough negleot or 
inattention, thecanoemen, beiagp tfaem- 
MdtweB like ducks upon the water, are 
answerable for such misconduct with 
tiieir heads. 

We arrived in Whydah road in tiie 
beghmhig of Mardi, and Captain Da- 
vidson, a very worthy man with whom I 
bad he&x <m most friendly terms during 
our passage out, havmg had a previous 
knowledge of that place, which is con- 
sidered the Circassia of Africa, (not from 
Ibbe fairness, but from tbe glossy blackness 
of the ladies' skins, and the docility of 
their dispositions,) resolved to establish 
a factory there for the purpose of pur- 
chasing tbem, whilst he himself should 
proceed to Lagos about an hundred and 



,y Google 



10 WHYDAH. 

twenty miles farther down the Golf, in 
ord^ to complete the proportion of men. 

He now proposed tlmt I iriioald taideiv 
take the charge of this establishment ninA 
leave the medical duties of the ship 
(with whidh he had considerable acquain-< 
tance) to him, and to Ms I readily as- 
sented. Having arranged matters with 
Governor Abson of Fort William irhb 
whom I was to live, aiWl who kindly 
agreed to aiperintend my utter inexpe- 
rience in these afiairs, I landed, and was 
introduced to the native public authorities 
as captain of the Shrimp^ a small cutter 
employed as a tender to oi»r large ship, 
which, to keep up appearances, hovered 
only in the oflteg, or anchored at a great 
dii9tonce from the shore. 

The duty to tlie king for permission to 
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trade in this country, was, on a ship of 
three masts, twentyr<me slai/^ ; tiiat is 
tQ say, the amount i^ goods of twenty- 
one slaves, Hceording to the eating 
prices at the time: — ^for,a brig, or 
lohooner, fourteen; and seven for a 
ci^r or sloop; being, in short, seven 
fqr each mast. By this plan which the 
Qaptain adopted, there was a saving of 
twa*thirds of the duly, which must have 
hew paid had the ship herself been en- 
tered as a trader ; and, as he carried her 
to aiK>ther country, where he had to pay 
the full amount of duty on her, he con- 
sidered it perfectly fiur, to subject himself 
only to that proportion of impost, which 
was more than equivalent to the quantity 
id trade he meant, or indeed, was neces- 
sary for him, to transact at this place. 
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12 WUYDAU. 

An officer was ]daced in this cytt^ to 
eommomcate occasionaDjr between the 
captain and mjrsdf, and bring up mora 
goods, or carry down the riaves as might 
be necessary. 

My establishment as a factor, consisted 
of six hammock-men (whose office re- 
sembles that of palanquin-bearers in 
India), two factory-men, an ii^rpretec, 
cook, washerwoman, and some porters. 

I had apartments, and store-houses in 
the fort, and messed with Governor Abson 
in the great hall, at his partiodar request. 

On landing in this country, I was* for- 
cibly struck, as a European for the first 
time naturally must be, by the novelty 
of every scene. The grand tropical trees 
and other productions, so different from 
any I had been accustomed to see ; the 
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delicious froits which I had been used to 
consider as the greatest rarities, growing 
q;H>ntaneously in all directions; ihe black 
population (with but few exceptions,) in 
the costume of nature^ their manners and 
habits, the ^pearance of their tubuses, in 
short, the totU ensemble was well calcu*^ 
lated to make a str<mg impression on the 
mind, and to excite Ihe wonder and 
ama^ment of a Johim^ Newcome. 

Wliydah was once an independmt 
kingdom ; but, in the year 1737, waa 
conquered by GuadjaTrudo, the King of 
Dahomy. Grigwee, the present ca« 
pital, lies a few miles up from the sea- 
coast, and may contain about twenty 
thousand inhabitants. Three European 
flirts, or settlements, have been esta-. 
Uiihed there for the last hundred years. 
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14 WHYDAH. 

by the English, Frendi, and Pdrtuguese, 
for Ae purpose of carrying on a trade in 
slaves, ivory, palm-oil, &c. They are 
quadrangcdar bnildii^, of considerable 
sise, and are surrounded by dry moats, 
across which are moveable bridges of 
boards. The angles, or ba^ioiis, were 
eaeh-suf^f^ied with some pieces of eannon, 
but so hon^-combed and corroded, fliafc 
I apprciirad, there would have been 
considerably less danger incurred by those 
fired at, than by liie persons firing them. 
Thr^ or four, however, were sound; 
and employed in saluting. 

The walls and houses of the forts are 
formed merely of the clay, or earth, taken 
from the ditches, which, mixed up with 
water into a consistence for building, be- 
comes in time, and by exposure to the 
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siuu almost as hard as brtek. The native 
bttildmgs are also coDstsrueted of this 
simide notarial, which thejj^ call nmh^ 
and are roofed with ra&ers of bambdo 
andthatclL 

Dahomy, ineludMoi^ the sabju^ted &- 
tdets^ extends at least a hundred and fifliy 
miles into the interior ; its iNrea^' is not) 
well aseertaftAed. The seaMM)tu3t is in 
6^12^. north latitude^ more or less^ for 
no very correct survey of fiiircoiEKt'has 
ever appeared. Abomey^ the capital, 
lies from ei^ty to ninety. mUes nortii, a 
little westerly of this» in about 3° east 
Ioi^;itude. 

It is bounded by the Matee and 
Ashantee countries to the northwf^d 
and wei^ward ; by Eyeo, to the nmih- 
east; Popoe is on the south-west side; 
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16 DAHOMV. 

and several inconsiderable states, mich 
as Jacquin and Badagry, intervene be- 
tween it and the kingdom of Benin, ta 
the south-eastward. 

The land rises with a genfle ascent 
from the coast to the interior ; and, for 
an hundred miles in that direction (the 
usual distance travelled by Europeans, but 
mudrfartii^ by other accounts,) no 
greater eminences are met witii liian may 
be observed in Hyde Park. 

The ground, to the greatest dqith yet 
exammed, is a strong red-coloured loam ; 
and, strange to say, not only are rocks 
unknown, but there is not even a pebble 
of the size of a walnut to be found in tlie 
whole country. 

On such a soil, and under the influence, 
of a tropical sun, it is not wonderful that 
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vclgetatton should appefar in its richest 
«id most luxuriant form. Many of the 
trdes are of such gigantic bulk that canoes 
{which tfiey use ontt^k lakes only) capa* 
ble of cotttatning with ease, from seventy 
to an hundred men *, have been formed 
from their trunks, and their immense 
height, added to the great spread of their 
Iiraiiches, has a very noble appearance. 
THae sugar cane when it is raised here, 
l^ows vigorously to an uncommon size. 
ITie yams, com, and callavances, which 
they plant in alternate rows, give a very 
4eli^itful asqpect to their fields. 

Hie cidtivation of a very small pro-' 

* Canoes are mentioned by un<{Hesti(mabla 
authority, which navigate the riirers farther to the 
eastward, of much greater dimensions than evea 
these, and mounting a gun in the prow. 
c 
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18 DAHOMY. 

portion of the country (and tfiat generally 
in the immediate neighbourhood of their 
towns) is found fully adequate* to the 
ample supply of its present population, 
more especially as Aeir crops are ex- 
tremely abundant. The sensitive plant 
seems to be the commonest and most 
troublesome weed about Wliydah. 

In the opinion of one of the latest 
governors we have had on the establish- 
ment in Ais country, (and one whose 
general knowledge of Africa is admit- 
ted to be considerable *,) tiie tea-tree 
flourishes spontaneously here. To be 
independent of the Chinese for this com- 
modity has always been a desirable 
object ; for they are a flatulent self-con- 

* Mr. James. 
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ceited race of barbariaiis, who coiMtantly 
endeavour to humiliate, and never fail to 
vex, cheat, and annoy all those who havc^ 
any dealings with them. 

It has been proposed to cultivate thd 
tea-tree in the Brazils, (where it thrives 
very well,) and also at our own colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope. The grand 
objection to these plans, is not tlie dif- 
ficulty of cultivating tea there, or in a 
great variety of other places, but, that 
it can nowhere be so cheaply grown as iii 
China, where human labour is infinitely 
more easily obtained than it ever can be 
in any European colony whatevef. 

This objection however would be re- 
moved should it be found that it is indige^ 
nous to Dahomy, where there is land lying 
waste sufficient to supply the article far 

C 2 
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beyond tiie utmost demand of thig coun« 
tiy^-^whqre it can be raised at the most . 
trifling exp^o^e, — ^whereourmam^tures 
(instead of our bullion, as in China,) 
would be dieerfuUy received in return ;— 
and where the king and the people are 
most anxious to renew their commercial 
intercourse with us, — an intercourse of 
that nature also, which would bri^ten 
the present almost hopeless prospect: of 
civilizing Africa. I well remember no^ 
ticii^ the i^rub in question, but made no 
experiment as to its quality, being in those 
days (with shame I confess it,) more at- 
tached to matters of merriment and fun, 
than the pursuit of natural history, or 
botanical research. 

Dahomy produces, in great perfection, 
all the immense variety of fine fruits 
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found within the torrid zone, With some 
peculiar to itself, and Bmong others <me 
of a most singular quality: — It is not 
tiidike a ripe coffise-berry, and does not 
at first appear to have a superior de- 
gree of sweetness, but it leaves in 
the mouth so much of that impresdon, 
that a glass of vinegar tastes like sweet 
wine, and the soiirest lemon like a ript 
orange: sugar is quite an unnecessary 
article in tea or coffee ; in fact, (he 
most nauseous drug seems sweet to who^ 
ever chews this fhiit; and its effect is not 
worn away until after several meals. It is 
generally called the miraculous berry, but 
Mr. Dalzel has applied to it the tenn 
Cerams Oxyglycus. 

Whoever eats this berry in the morning, 
must be content at least for that day^ to 
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forego the natural flavour of every kind 
of food, whether animal or vegetaMe, 
for all will be alike saccharine to the 
palate ; and the most ridiculous effect is 
ott&i produced by playing tricks upon 
those who are not aware of its peculiar 
property. Mr. Dalzel (who had been 
Ciovemor at Whydah, and ultimately 
Governor in Chief in the Company's 
service,) attempted to carry the shhib 
which produces this fruit to the West 
Indies, but it died on the passage. He 
likewise endeavoured to preserve the 
berries, but in every mode of pre- 
paration they lost their extraordinary 
quality. 

During the rainy season the thunder 
and lightning are often terrible. The 
clouds literally pour forth torrents which 
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fiequently inundate, and transform into 
l^kes the lower grounds. 

i There are no hurricanes of such du- 
ration as in the West Indies, or in the 
oriental seas, but tornadoes occur, which 
blow with equal violence whilst they last, 
which is seldom longer than a quarter of 
as hour or twenty minutes, and in this 
short space of time, the wind veers round 
to every point of the compass. 

The Harmattan is also a very 
peculiar wind, blowing from the in- 
terior of the country, respecting the 
cause of which, there are various 
theories. Its eflfects are very remark- 
able. It completely withers and dries 
up the leaves of trees and the lighter 
vegetables ; and the natives take this op- 
portunity of setting fire to the long 
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gfass which they may have occasion to 
clear away. The boards of books are 
bent back as if they had been placed be- 
fore a fire, and it is oftmi necessary to 
wet Ae outsidd of casks to prevent the 
seams from opening and leaking ourt tiitir 
contents. It is observed to arrest the 
progress of epidenuc and contagioof 
dii^^ases, such for example as the small- 
pox. 

JDuring its continuance, there exists a 
density or haziness of the atmosphele, 
enabling the eye to look at the mif 
which has then a red appearance. 

Cattle, sheep, goats, and poultry of 
eiifery description are found in Daho^y 
in greater plenty than in most other palts 
of Africa; and milk is used here as fo0d, 
a imstom not generally practised, ftn 
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^ 



any other part of the south-west coast of 
d»s continent." It produces a great 
variety oi game, such as hares, deer, 
piurtridgei, quails, doves, pigeons, ^c. ; 
and those who are either too iiMiolent, 
or too much engaged to follow the field 
sports themselves, may obtain any quan- 
tity of game tiiey please, by giving a 
little powder to one of tiie natives, who 
repays the favour by bringing a propor- 
tion of vjh^t he kills. 

The beasts of prey are mun^ous and 
dangerous, and often commit great ha^^ 
vock among the sheep wd olher lite 
stock, notwithstanding every precaution 
to put them in a place of security at 
night 

l^e tigers or leopards are not con- 
tented with what they actually carry off^ 
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but they leave nothing alive which comeir 
within the reach of their taloni^ ; and on 
more than one occasion, durmg my resi- 
dence in William's Fort, the stockyards 
have been found, in the morning, strewed 
with the mai^led carcases of their various 
inhabitants, even to the turkeys or guinea* 
hens ; whilst one only of their number 
(generally a goat or sheep) was missing, 
with which the enemy had managed to 
leap over a wall of qonsiderable height. 

The unusual lowing of the larger cattle, 
as well as the bustle among (hem, not 
unfrequently announced that one of these 
fierce intruders had got within the Fort ; 
and on clear ni^ts they might be seen 
forming something like a circle for mutual 
defence, with their heads outwards, ready 
to toss the common foe, whilst the calves 
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were uniformly observed within this 
ring. 

A good mode of astonishing a tiger was 
practised with success during my stay 
here. A loaded musquet was firmly affixed 
in a horizontal position, about the height 
of his head, to a couple of stakes driven 
into the ground; and the piece being 
cocked, a string ^from the trigger, first 
leading a little towards the butt and then 
turning through a small ring forwards, 
was attached to a shoulder of mutton 
3tuck on the muzde of the missquet, the 
act of dragging off which drew (he trig- 
ger, and the piece, loaded witti two balls^ 
discharged itself into the plunderer's 
mouth, killing him on the spot. 

Mr. Robertson, in his notes on Africa^ 
mentions a very ancient, but ingenious 
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and natoral mode by Yihidi tte natives ob- 
tain possession of the young cubs. ** The 
men in tfaeir excursions," he says, ^* often 
find the dens of the leopard, and itivaridMy 
bring away the young. Strould <he ^lam 
miss fliem, in time to overtake (hem, they 
throw one of the cubs down, whicb arrests 
her progress, as she carries it back to the 
den, and sometimes returns in pursuit of 
the remainder ; but more frequently re- 
mains with the one she has secured. Joe 
Hornet, {he says) one of the traders at 
Cavally, brought me two of these cubs^ 
and offered them as a very valuable pre- 
sent; very justly observing that 'there 
was much trouble and fear in stealing 
Tigers'' sons; and that it was only for 
good friends that people would run the 
risk of obtaining them. ' " 
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The horses of Dfdiomy are a small and 
slender breed, but extremely well shaped 
When any of the chiefs ride, on occasions 
of ceremony, flie horse is led, and several 
people are stationed by the side of it with 
their arms extended to receive the great 
man should he tumble off. The dogs of 
this country are good for nothing. 

Elephflnts are common here, but are 
not tamed and used by the natives, as in 
India, for purposes of war or burthen ; 
being merely taken for the sake of their 
ivory and their flesh which is, on par- 
ticubur ocousions, eaten. 

An animal of the hyaena tribe, called 
by the natives Tioeetwee^ is likewise ex* 
tremely troublesome ; herds of them join 
together, and scfape up the earth of new 
made graves, in order to get at th^ 
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bodies, which are not buried here in 
coflins. These resurrection-men, as (hey 
are sometimes termed, make, during the 
night a most dismal howling, and ottm 
change their note to one very much re- 
sembling the shriek of a woman in some 
situation of danger or distress. 

Snakes of the boa species are here 
found of a most enormous size ; many 
being from thirty to thirty-six feet 
in length, and of proportional girth. 
They attack alike wild and domestic 
beasts, and often the human kind. They 
kill their prey by encircling it in their 
folds and squeezing it to death ; and af- 
terwards swallow it entire: this they 
are enabled to do, by a faculty of very 
extraordinary expansion in their muscles, 
without, at the same time, impairing the 
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muscular action, or power. The bulk 
of the animals these serpents are capable 
of gorging would stagger belief, were the 
fact not so folly attested as to place it 
beyond doubt. The state of torpor in 
which they are sometimes found in the 
woods after a stuffing meal of this kind, 
affords the negroes an opportunity of 
killing them. 

There is not in natiu'e a more appalling 
sight than one of these monsters in full 
motion. It has a chilling and overpowering 
effJect on the human frame, and it seems 
to inspire with the same horror every 
other animal, even the strongest and most 
ferocious, for all are equally certain of 
becoming victims should the snake once 
fasten itself upon them. 

The poisonous class of serpents are 
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very smadl, that esteemed most fatal being 
about two and a half feet in length, and 
not thieker than a man's middle finger. 

The religion of this country is pagan- 
ism. They believe in two B^ngs equal 
in power, the one doing good, the other 
evil; and they pray to the demon to 
allow than to remain unmolested by the 
magicians, who are constantly endea- 
vouring to injure them. 

In Whydah, for some unaccountable 
reason, they won^p their Divinity under 
the form of a particular ^^ies of snake, 
called Daboa^ which is not sufficiently 
large to be terrible to man, and is other- 
wise tameable and inoffensive. These 
Daboas are taken care of fti the most 
pious manner, and well fed on rats, mice 
or birds, in thieir Fetish houses or temples. 
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where ttie people attend to pay their 
adoration, and where those also who dre 
sick or lame apply to them for assistance* 

The tiger is an object of religious 
regard in Dahomy Proper ; but they 
deem it the safest mode of worship to 
perform their acts of devotion to his skin 
only, after death, which is stuffed for that 
purpose* 

From many savage nations thus wor- 
shipping animals so mischieyous and for- 
midable by their nature, it would seem that 
they are willing to propitiate the angry de- 
mons under the emblems which they fancy 
bear the greatest resemblance to them. 

The people of Whydah occasionally 
imagine themselves inspired by <he Di- 
vinity, or, as ttiey term it, are seized 
by the Fetish ; and in such cases it 

D 
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becomes necessary » from the frantic maii- 
ner in whidd they run about, to secure, 
and place them under charge of the Pe* 
tisheers or priests, until this fit of inspi- 
ration is over and they become thcan- 
selves again. 

The political manag^Mt of Whydah 
is intrusied to a viceroy who is called 
the Yavougah (or captain of the white 
men) from having the diipping and stran- 
gers more immediately under his juris- 
diction. 

This officer, at the time of my residence 
in tihe country, was a man of majestic 
stature, and possessed an uncommon share 
of dignity, mixed with complacency of 
manner. His dress was generally a large 
hat, somewhat resembling that of a Spa- 
nish Grandee, tastefully decorated ; and a 
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l^iece of damask silk (usually red) thrown 
over one shoulder, )ike a Scblch fdaid ; 
with a pair pi drawers, but his amni aqd 
legs were bare, exeepjt the hraoel^ts of 
silver, which endroled the arm above Ihe 
elbow, with mamUas of the same sort, 
and rows ^ coral rciund the wrists. 

^¥he» he had any message td delirar 
from tiie king, or olh^ public affair to 
transact at the European forts, i^ was 
done with much cer^nony and state ; his 
guiurds, muflficians, umbrella-beards, and 
a numerous retinue always attending h|in. 
Oa such occasions, it was usual fi^r aH 
wtntes (who were of sufficient rank t^ be 
admitted to the parties of the gQveraor) 
to be seated in tiiie hall of the fort ; but 
the y avougah alone ^f the blacks assumed 
this privilege, and he was placed on a 

D 2 
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finely-earned stool : all the rest squatting 
on the floor ; except any one of (iiem 
^oke to or was addressed by Mm, wh^i 
the person so speaking or addressed* 
always appeared on his knees. 

The most polii^ed courtier of Europe^ 
could not have deported himself more 
gracrfuUy on public occasions than this 
man^ or have carried on, a conference 
with greater ease and affability. He was 
master, besides his own* of the English* 
French* and Portuguese langus^es; hav- 
ing resided from his birth chiefly in the 
vicinity of the forts* and in his younger 
days been much connected with theip 
officially* as a linguist. 

Although* therefore* he understood per- 
fectly what was said to him by Mr. 
Abson* or any other person who mi^t 
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9)ldr6ss him in Englidi, yjatit was diquctt6 

f0r ^ viceroy to be spoken to ttroogh 

to uiterpreter ; and it was^ (^n anmsiiig 

to see the bungHng efforts of the latter in 

the performance of a task, which the^ 

Yayougah himself so much better under-* 

stood, and which he good4itimouredly 

(in an nndertoi^) often assisted him to 

odmplete. After the business of eere^ 

jMxxf was fini^ed, he laid adde aH for^^ 

naality and conversed in a familiar xawty 

ner upon general subjects, (he whole 

party joining convivially in a collation 

or repast which was always served up 

on such occasions* 

The government of Dahomy is in the 
fullest sense of the word, despotism. 

It is a monarchy the most unlimited 
and uncontroled on the face of the earth : 
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tilfere lieiiig to law bat the king^ witl^ 
^Hiainaydiopiiff m matay hed^ as he 
ple«tes» wbetewr iie is '' i' the Vein ;** ttttd 
dispete to£ %^ sttfajeets' property m he 
tiling it witfafottt being accountable t6 
buntt tribunal for iai cmdncX. 
Hebas IfMl Ihree tefottar tbouband WiveA^ 
a propohrtibh iif wbisin, trained to lanni, 
under Teim^ iaflScers^ cmisltltuteiii» body 
gnaris. ilcs inay naturajHy te mq^jKAl^^ 
butafe^ of these wives Bl%afgi6 his ^^ 
tiedar attention/ 

The successor to Itif^ thi«W6, ii iiol 
aniiotmf^ during tiM kiftg'ii; If fcie^ bUl 
ifae moment his deceali^ 1« IdVSWn ; tfiik 
procianVatiyMl is made with ^ possible 
despatch by til^ pttfpet ti^lBtffeik, for all is 
nmrdeiry aiiat^y, and confilsion in the 
palace Vintil it tjdc>el^^a(^, the Wives of Uie 
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late lun^ not oidy brealdiig the fuit^im 
and erdainatits^ but kiDing each otber m 
(Mpder to have the honour of attending their 
husband to tte grave. 

Hie ^ice usually falls on the eldest 
9Gi^ of tike late sovereign's gi'eatest fa- 
vourite, provided there exists no palti^ 
cular reason for setting him aside. An 
instance of this sort occurred however at 
1^ demise of the late king WhenooheW, 
where the elcfer son's right of primoge- 
niture wajs ^sallowed, because one of his 
toes from some accident overlapped the 
titiier ; and his next brother, the present 
king, who, with respect to ferm, is cer- 
tainly " a marvellous proper man," was 
elected in1ds stead. 

There seem to be no rank or privileges 
annexed to any branches of the royal 
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(m^y ; Uie king in his own person ab- 
sorbing the undivided respect of tiie peo* 
pie. Tliose of his relatives whom his 
majesty may deign, to patronise, wfll, of 
course^ he more noticed by ifaeir feffow 
slaves ; but all are alQie the slaves of tiie 

king. 

A person whose father had been so 

well supplied with wives, must naturally 

have an extensive connexion in the way 

of half brothers and sisters; and it might 

not, perhaps, be ponvenient to allow all 

to participate in the royal rank. 

His palace at Abomey, is walled 

round, and consists, according to the 

reports of Messrs. Dalzell, Norris, and 

Abson, who had frequent oppoitunities 

of visiting its interior, of numerous courts 

connected with each other, occupying 
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in the whole a space full as large as St. 
James's Park. 

< The first minister is called the Tmiegan^ 
lyid lie is the only man in the cdUiriiiy 
wliose head the king cannot cutoff at pleia- 
sure. 3y some ancient r^ulation, he who 
attains tins rank has that very essential 
part of his person secured to him, p^rha^ 
that he may honestly speak his mind to 
tte king M^ilbout fear of consequences. 
The second, or MaAot^, is the master of the 
ceremonies, whose ofRce it is "to receive 
andintroduce all strangers, whether black 
or white, and also to take care of them 
(hiring their stay at court, and to see them 
iwell fed and lodged, with all their atten- 
dants. The tiiird officer in the state is 
: the Yavougah of Whydah ; and the four^ 
is the Jahou or master of the. horse, who 
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is likewne the dhief Bxeoutioner, and tiAi 
the duty of superintending the nambrwii 
decapitations which in various ways 
i>ccur. The Agaaw is the commaiider in 
chief of the furmy, and has under him 
4irers subordinate ^general offloers. 

There are etat^rtaiiied about the court 
a number of king's messengers^ called 
Hayjteads^ because one side of their h^ads 
is always shaved whilst the hair on Ikto 
other is allowed to gro^ to iti fiiH leiiglli. 
They are men i/vbo have distmguiritied 
themselves in battle^ and wear as the 
ba%e of their ofltee, springs of the ieeih 
of those enemies til^y have actually killed 
with their oim hands, skii^ roimd Itmr 
necks, like the cdktr of an order. 

These extraordirary looking courien 
when sent on any mission, are nev^ per- 
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mitted to iR^alk, but run at fiill speed, tod 
aiiB refieved nt certain distances on thq 
road, by rehtj^ of o&^rs, Virho puA dn 
ul iUe iame manner oii receiving their 
ord^nT) which they transfer kint bne to 
tM^ oilier with tiie igrieatest Ibxacttieils. 

Whc^ owrr^ng a ilieri^e to my £u« 
ra^ari fat the forts of Gtig>;lreev thejr 
rnpdir first to the Yavougah (or in hi$ 
j^bsenee^ to th^ next in i^ommaad), who 
iMItatly ttoedmplmies them to the indi- 
¥idiia]; be it even ut midnight, or Hm 
fittbjeet tti^If «v«r «o iHnn^ortiBt : and^ 
»s they cTome in great bustle^ «erieii» 
yajnn is tqpt to be exibited^ more eifpe^* 
^ly when ^ikm^ are known to be in the 
vicinity, for it is impossible at once to 
Judge from the tomidtuous noise about 
tlie gate whether the visitors are friends 
or foes. 
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> A very fatal occufrehce bad nearljr 
taken place on an occasion of this sort, 
when a night attack on the town by a 
large body of the enemy who had ad-» 
vauced into the neighbourhood, was an^ 
ticipated, and the Viceroy was on the 
point of being fired upon from the win- 
dows of the forty when we luckily dis^ 
tinguished his voice in the crowd, thun^ 
dering for admittance. We had removed, 
for greater security, the boards which 
formed the bridge*, and the Viceroy 
and his attendants were scrambling across 
the beams and up the side of the moat 
in all directions. It turned out that all 
this uproar was occasioned by one of 

* Mr. Gordon, with the white seamen, and 
others belonging to another English factory, had 
this night collected, * for mutual support, within 
the walls of our garrison. 
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the halfheadsy who had arrived with a 
meistsage to me from the king, requesting 
that a brass blunderbuss and a piece of 
scarlet cloth, which he had heard were 
in my possesi^ion, might be reserved for 
him particularly ! 

A day or two after this we had a 
view of a Dahomian army, consisting of 
five or six thousand men, who bivou- 
acqued in the neighbourhood of Grigwee : 
they were a wild looking group, and 
armed in the most irregular manner; 
some with musquets, others with swords, 
spears and clubs ; they seemed, however, 
to be very orderly, and proceeded in 
good spirits, in chase of the foe, who 
had, by this time, retired towards their 
own borders, and as we afterv^^ards learnt, 
the Dahomians took ample vengeance on 
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the enemy's territory for their irruption 
into Whydah. The general officers were 
distinguished by large umbrellas; and 
when any of that class are killed in action, 
they say, figuratively, that on such f^n oc- 
casion we lost so many umbrellas. 

In delivering what ia termed tbe. King's 
iwrd, the messenger as well as aU tboie 
uround him fall prostrate on the ground, 
and cover their heads with dust, or with 
mud if it rains ; so that they often display 
very hideous figures, with their black 
bodies and the wool of their heads, tiius 
bedaubed with red puddle. 

The ministers of state, in communii- 
eating with the King, apprqadi within a 
certain distance of hin\ crawling on their 
bands and knees, and at last they prostrate 
themselves, kiss the grmmd, cover their 
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heads with clasit, then make their speech, 
aad receive his reply, Hi9 majesty 
usually sits» on public occasions, under 
1^ riob c«mopy, on a fineiy^carved stool 
or throne^ surrounded by his women;— V 
sdme with whisks driving away the flies^ 
one with a handkerdiief Uii wipe his 
moulhy and another on her knees holding 
a gdd cup for him to spit in as he 
9moke$. 

All the diitriots and towns in this coun- 
try have each their particular mboceers^ 
or magistrates, who regulate their own 
departments, and distribute justice except 
in some extraordinary cases which are 
referred to Abomey to be laid before the 
king, whose decision is, of course, final. 
However absolute and independent the 
king himself may be, yet others in ofliciii 
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stations must be careful how they conduct 
themselves, for any well-founded Com- 
plaint of oppression or injustice, would 
place the head of the aggressor, in a very 
awkward predicament During the time 
I was in the country, the chi^f magistrate 
of a district, for some iniquitous trans- 
action, was ordered by the king not to 
shave his beard, pare his nails, or wash 
himself for acertain number of moons, and 
in this dirty state to sit daily at the palace- 
gate several hours for public inspection. 

They are very rigorous in the treat- 
ment of shuffling or equivocating wit- 
nesses, and whoever is proved to have 
borne false witness against his neighbour 
is punished with death. The body of 
any person committing suicide is not al- 
lowed to be buried^ but thrown out into 



,y Google 



DAHOMV. 49 

the fields to be devoured by wild beasts. 
Of this I saw one instance. 

Their marriages, like those of most 
barbarous nations, are settled by the 
bridegroom pajring a eertain smn for the 
woman, which is calculated at flie rate of 
one or more slaves, or moveable property 
in shells, cloth, or other ajrticles, to the 
amount of the specified number of slaves. 
"Polygamy is allowed to any extent, 
and it is generally carried as far as the 
means of the gentlemen will admit; as 
after a short period (or honey-moon) Ih^ 
women are employed in the fields ^nd y^ 
plantations, an d usually ar^ no better 
situated than t he common servants of 
their husbands.'* 

Adultery is punished by slavery or the 
value of a slave, by the offender, and the 
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lady likewise subjects herself to be sold; 
but it is remarked, tliat this measure is 
seldom resorted to, and it sometimes bap- 
pens that a handsome wife is repeatedly 
turned to advantage by her husband in 
alluring flie unwary into heavy damages, 
t The state of woman, is, upon ihe 
whde, venr jbject her e. Wives approach 
their husbands with every mark of tiie 
humblest submission. In presenting him 
even with the calabash containing his 
food, after she has cooked it, she kneds, 
and offers it with an averted look, it 
being deemed too bold to stare him full 
in the face. By thus constantly practising 
genuflexion upon the bare ground, their 
knees in time become almost as hard as 
their heels 

A mutinous wife, or a vixen, some^ 



,y Google 



* IXAHOMV. 51 

times the treasure and delight of an Eng- 
lishman,--the enlivener of his fireside, — 
and his safeguard from ennuij is a pheno- 
menon uttOiriy unknown in Dahomy, — that 
Boble spirit which animates the happier 
dames in lands of liberty being here^ 
alas ! extinguished and destroyed. 

In most nations a numerous progeny 
19 considered a blessing, as being likely 
to prop the declining years of their pa^^ 
rents, but Mr. Norris remarks, that " in 
Dahomy, children are taken from their 
mothers at an early age, and distributed 
in villages remote from the places of their 
nativity; where they remain with but 
littiie chance of being ever seen, or at 
least recognized, by their parents after- 
wards. The motive for this is, that there 
may be no family connexions or combi- 
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nations; no associations that mighl prove 
injurious to the king's unlimiteo power. 
Hence each individual is detatfced and 
unconnected; and, having nc/ relative 
for whom he is interested, ii solicitous 
only for his own safety, which he consults 
by the most abject submission. Paternal 
affection, and filial love, therefore can 
scarcely be said to exist. Mothers instead 
of cherishing, endeavour to suppress those 
attachments for their offspring, which 
they know will be violated, as soon as 
their children are able to undergo the 
fatigue of being removed from them." 
Notwithstanding Mr. Norris seems to 
have been a very accurate and intelli- 
gent observer, and had seen much of 
these people, I cannot help thinking be 
must be mistaken as to the practice 
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being general, for I never saw or heard ^ 
of any case? of it, at least in my neigh- 
bourhood; although I can easily imagine 
some state jealousy or other causes, may 
have occasionally produced many par- 
ticular instances of this kind. 

At a particular period of the year, ge- 
nerally in April or May, a grand annual 
Festival is held, which may, with much 
propriety, be termed a Carmcal. On this 
occasion the chief Magistrates, or Cabo- 
ceers, of the different towns or districts ; 
the governors of the English, French, and 
Portuguese settlements, are expected to 
attend at the capital with their respective 
retinues ; and the captains of ships and 
factors trading at Whydah, usually take 
this opportunity of paying their respects 
to the king. A great part of the popu- 
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lation, in fact, repair to Abomey which 
resembles some great fair, from the num- 
ber of booths and tents erected in it for 
various purposes. 

It is at this time also, that the revauie 
is collected ; all the people either bring- 
ing or sending their respective quotas to 
the royal treasury. The governors of 
the forts, and other whites who think pro- 
per to make their appearance there, carry 
with them likewise some present, such as a 
roll of silk, or other convenient and suit- 
able article ; but this is not understood to 
be in the way of tax or tribute, for a re- 
turn of equal value is always made to them 
by the king, who is besides at the expense 
of providing for them during their stay at 
his court. White men are received there 
witli every mark of respect, and even sa- 
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luted by the discharge of )i^annon ^. There 
is an extraordinary n^ixture of ferocity 
and politeness in the character of Aese 
people : though terrible and remorseless 
to their enemies, nothing can exceed their 
urbanity and kindness to strangers. 

Should any white person be taken ill at 
Abomey, the king sends the MayhoU, or 
some other great officer, to make daily 
enquiries about the state of his malady, 
and desiring to know in what way he can 
assist or promote his recovery: 

Notwithstanding the king exacts from 
iiis own subjects the most humiliating and 
abject prostrations on approaching his 
person, yet he admits Europeans to his 

^* These cannon were brought to Abomey by 
Guadjo Tnido, from some place to the eastward 
of Whydah which he conquered and where there 
was a Dutch fort. 
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presence without the least scrapie ; re- 
quiring from them only 4hose marks of 
respect which they may think fit to per- 
form, in the style of salutation they have 
been accustomed to in their own coun- 
tries. They are allowed to be seated in 
his company, and he personally pays them 
great attention. Cooks are procured 
who understand the mode of preparing 
European dishes ; even table cloths, with 
knives and forks, although never used by 
themselves, are furnished ; and, in short, 
every thing which can contribute to their 
comfort, is provided with eastern hospi- 
tality. 

They are likewise entertained with 
feasts, music, public dances, processions 
of the king's women, and the exhibition 
of sports and games. 
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But amidst this general enjoyment of 
festivity and mirth, deeds are done from 
whidi the civilized mind recoils witl]i 
horror, and which it cannot contemplate 
without feeling an ardent desire to see 
mankind raised from that state of saVage 
ignorance and superstition, which leads 
to acts so monstrous and unnatural. 

In order to water with their blood the 
graves of the king's ancestors, and to 
supply them with servants of various de- 
scriptions in the other world, a number of 
human victims are yearly sacrificed in 
solemn form ; and this carnival is the period 
at which these shocking rites are pub- 
licly performed. 

Scaffolds are erected outside the palace 
waU, and a large space fenced in round 
them. On these the king, with the white 
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strangers who think proper to attend, are 
seated, and the ministers of state are a&o 
present in the space beneath. Into this 
field of blood the victims are brought in 
succession, with their arms pinioned, and 
a Fetisheer laying his hand on the devoted 
head, pronounces a few mystical words, 
when another man standing behind with 
a large scimitar, severs the sufferer's 
head from his body, generally at a single 
blow, and each repetition of this act is 
proclaimed by loud shouts of anptaose 
from the surrounding multitude, who af^ 
feet to be highly delighted with the power 
and magnificence of their sovereign. 

His bards, or laureats, join also at this 
time, in bawling out his strong names 
(their term for titles of honour) and 
sing songs in his praise. These scenes 
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are likewise enlivened by a luimber of 
people engaged in a savage dance around 
the scaffolds : should the foot of one of 
these perf(Mnners slip, it is considered an 
ill omen; the unfortunate figurante is 
taken out of the ring, and his head in- 
stantly struck off, whilst the dance con- 
tinues without interruption, as if nothing 
unusual had occurred. 

The people tlms sacrificed, are gene- 
rally prisoners of war, whom the king 
often puts aside for this purpose, several 
months previous to the celebration of his 
horrid festival ; should there be any lack 
of these, the number is made up from 
the most convenient of his own subjects. 
There are years in which they have 
single, and others, in which they have 
double customs. One of the latter occurred 
when I was there, and an enormous 
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number (several hundreds) were said to 
have fallen. But the amount, probably, 
was considerably exaggerated; for, as 
Mr. Abson had disp^ised with viewing 
this part of the ceremony, he could only 
judge from the report of those who were 
anxious to magnify the grandeur of their 
king, and Mr. James who, three different 
years, took the trouble to count the vic- 
tims, never reckoned more than sixty-five, 
on any one occasion. 

Their bodies are either thrown out 
into the fields to be devoured by vul- 
tures and wild beasts, or hung by the 
heels in a mutilated state, upon the sur- 
rounding trees, a practice exceedingly 
offensive in so hot a climate. The heads 
are piled up in a heap, for the time, and 
afterwards disposed of in decorating the 
walls of the royal smbomies, or palaces, 
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some of which are two miles in circum- 
ference, and often require a renewal and 
repair of these ornaments. 

Adahoonza, in 1785, after a successful 
attack upon Badagry, having a great 
number of victims to sacrifice, ordered 
their heads to be applied to this purpose. 
Mr. Abson, in his account, says, '' the 
person to whom the management of this 
business had been committed, having ne- 
glected to make a proper calculation of 
his materials, had proceeded too far with 
his work, when he found that there would 
not be a sufficient number of skulls to 
adorn the whole palace; he, therefore, 
requested permission to begin the work 
anew, that he might, by placing them 
farther apart, complete the design in a 
regular manner. But the king would 
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by no means give his consent to this pro^ 
posd, observing, ^ that he would soon 
find a sufficient number of Badagry 
heads to render the plan perfectly uni- 
form,' and learning that a hundred and 
twenty-seven were required to complete 
this extraordinary embellishment, he or- 
dered that number of the captives to be 
brought forth, and slaughtered in cold 
blood." 

Messrs. Norris and Abson who had 
frequent opportunity of visiting the bed- 
chamber of Bossa Ahadee^ found the pas- 
sage leading to it paved with human 
skulls. They were those of his more 
distinguished adversaries captured at dif- 
ferent times, and placed in that situation 
*' that he might nrghtly enjoy the savage 
gratification of trampling on the heads of 
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his Enemies." The top of the little wall 
which surrounded this detached apart- 
mcmt, was adorned likewise with their 
jaw-bones. Whatever may have been 
t^e. frailties of Ahade^ and his successors, 
it wpuld seem from all this that the dread 
of ghosts and hobgoblins formed no part 
of their characters. 

From Mr. Abson, who had lived 
thirty-seven years in this country, the 
greater part of which he had been go- 
vernor of William's Port, <he African 
Company's chief settlement in this quarter, 
and who, at officio, attended at the cele- 
bration of these BnmxB\ festivities, I had 
many relations of the barbarous acts 
^ich he had witnessed. 

The immolation of victims is not con- 
fined to this particular period, for at any 
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time should it be necessary to send an 
account to his forefathers of any remark- 
able event, tlie king despatches a courier 
to the shades, by delivering his messf^ 
to whoever may happen to be near him, 
and then ordering his head to be chopped 
offimmediatdy ; and, it has not unfre- 
quently happened during the present reign, 
that, as something new has occurred to 
the king's mind, another messmger (as 
Mr. C — nn — g very justly observed, like 
tiie postscript of a letter) has instantly fol- 
lowed on the same errand, perhaps in 
itself of the most trivial kind. 

It is considered an honour wh^e his 
majesty personally condescends to be- 
come the executioner, in these cases; 
an office in which the present king prides 
himself in being very expert. The go- 
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vernor was present on one occasion, when 
a poor fellow, whose fear of death, out* 
wei^ng the sense of the honour coii-> 
ferred on him, on being desired by the 
king to carry some message to his father, 
humbly declared on his knees, that he 
was tmacquainted with the way; on 
which the tyrant vociferated " 111 shew 
you the woay,*' and, with one blow, made 
his head fly many yards from his body, 
highly indignant that there should have 
been the least expression of reluctance. 

The performance of the annual sacri- 
fices is considered a duty so sacred, that 
no allurement in the way of gain — no 
additional price which the white traders 
can offer for slaves, — will induce the king 
to spare even a single victim of the esta- 
blished number; and he is equally in- 

F 
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exorable witti retfect ta ttia chiefs of \bb 
enemies, who are never, en my aceeoQt, 
pennitted to live if they fall into hw hi^Eids;. 
I had onee occasion to witaess a very 
Qiarked iBsMnce of tbia vindictive and 
murelenting spirit. In a warlike exeunioft 
towards the Mahee, or Ashantee borderer, 
an enemy's town was sorprised, and « 
great nmadber of the inhabitants we»9 
%)fher killed or made prisoners; but, e»- 
peeiaJ citfe was. taken that the head oi 
the prince of Hi^ district sImhiM be seafe 
to Abooiey, and that ev^ branch of 
his faimly, should, if possible, be exter- 
minated ; fw it was one wUch had often 
given the Dahomian forces a great deal 
of trouble. A merciless massacre of 
Ihese indivi(kials therefore took place, in 
obedience to strict injunctions to thai 
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eflS^t ; wd, it wasi believ0d| thaiBOt Mie 
eS the breed was Id[t alive^ 

A y^ntb, bowet ef > about seventem; 
jpeaffs of age» one of the soiul of tbe ob- 
noxiow prinee^ had imoiaged to concscat 
kit real quality, aad not being pointed 
eoty sttceeeded in passing among the 
crowd of prisoners to the Dafaomiaai 
eofalal, where^ after sdecting that pro- 
portion thought neeessary for the enmung 
sacrifiees, the cq[)tors sent (be remainder 

Tbi^ young nan happened to be pur- 
ehased by me» aad he Kved theneeftnrtb 
tfftthe fort, in a sort of general rendeavous 
CHT trunk, at it is called,, for those be-^ 
kmgmg to that department. 

\vt a very short time after fliis tnna- 
action, it somehow transpired at Abcnney, 

F 2 
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that there yet lived this remnant of the 
enemy's family ; and in order to trax^e 
him out (for the scent had, in some de-^ 
gree, been lost, not knowing wheilier te 
had been disposed of to the Englisb, 
French, or Portuguese, or whether he 
was not actually embarked,) the king 
fell upon a scheme, which strongly dis- 
plays that species of cunning and artifice 
so often observed among savages. 
' Some of his Half heads (who may very 
appropriately be termed his mortal mes- 
sengers, in contradistinction to the ^- 
mortals sent to the shades,) arrived one 
evening at the fort, and with the Coke (a 
stem and hard-hearted villain) who, in 
the absence of the Yavougah, was the 
next caboceer, demanded admittance in 
the king's name, prostrating themselves 
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'as usual, and covering their heads ^itfa 
dust. On entering, they proceeded im- 
mediately to that quarter where the slaves 
'were, and repeated the ceremony of kiss- 
ing the ground before they spoke the 
-ting's uDord^ that is to say, delivered his 
message,^ The Coke then made a long 
harangue, the puiport of which was to 
-signify the king's regret tiiat animosity 
idiould have so long existed between him 
and the chief of that country which he 
had just despoiled, and to express his 
sorrow for ttie fate of a family which had 
suffered from his displeasure, throu^ 
false accounts and misrepresentations. 
For this reason he was now most anxious 
to make every reparation in his power to 
a son yet remaining of that prince, and 
would readily re-establish him in the rank 
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and pofltesstans of his fattier, coirid he 
only find him out. Completely duped by 
thiswfle, the uniuspecting lad exuitingly 
exclaimed ^^ I am the son of the prince!" 
Then replied the Coke, withaheHishjoy, 
at having succeeded in his object, *^ joa 
are just theperson we want ;^ upon which 
theae Halfheads seised him, and began to 
bind his hands. Finding by this time the 
real state of the case, which ai first it 
was impossibie to comprehend, I stroi^y 
protested against their seising a shive 
whom I had r^ularly pordnsed, and 
complained loudky of the insult offered to 
the Compansr's Fort-<-*4>ut all in vain, I 
tten earnestly entreated thmn to offer the 
king his own price, or selection of goodi, 
and to beg, as a favour to me, that he 
might be spared, strongly urging the plea 
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%Iso, that wbed once embatked, he would 
be as free from every apprehension re- 
specting him as if be killed bim. 

The Coke eoolly replied, that I need 
give myself no farther trouble to make 
propounds, for he dared not repeat one of 
them to the king; and I was at last» after 
an ineffectual struggle, compelled to wit- 
ness, with the most painful emotion, this 
ill-fated youtiii dragged off in a state of 
the gloomiest despair :-^a despair ren« 
dered more dismal from the fallacious 
glimpse of returning happiness by which 
he had been so cruelly entrapped* 

He was immediately hurried away, and 
murdered, to glut the vengeance of this 
I^tiless and SMguinary barbarian. 

Sometime in May (for I have no pre^ 
ci^e dates,) the captain wrote to inform 
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me that he had despatched the Trusty to 
the West Indies, and as from circum- 
stances it was impossible for me to join 
her in time, he had, therefore, removed 
into her the surgeon of the Princess 
Amelia (belonging to the same owners), 
and my name was, of course, shifted to 
the books of the latter ship ; a regular 
exchange in fact taking place. The cap- 
tain himself was now rather in the cha- 
racter of a supercargo, or manager, for the 
interests of the house, — having a general 
charge, and being attached to no parti- 
cular ship. 

Very shortly after this period I was 
delighted to see an English ship enter the 
road of Whydah, and soon after per* 
ceived, that the French flag, flying on 
board a ship of that nation, then trading 
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there, was hauled down, and ours hoisted 
in its stead. 

^ It appeared that war had again broken 
cat, and that a ship at Liverpool having 
been, with great judgment and spirit of 
enterprise, well equipped and numerously 
manned in anticipation of the event, 
sailed instantly on the declaration of hos- 
tilities, with a letter of marque, and 
pounced unexpectedly on several French 
vessels lying on the coast of Africa, 
whidi became an easy prey to her, and 
among others this ship. 

There was at this time another French 
ship, frigate-built, and mounting thirty 
guns, with a numerous crew, trading at 
Lagos. In our correspondence, the cap- 
tain had often complained of her, as in- 
terfering extremely, both with himself and 
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the other Ef^Hsh ships there, as she bad 
a better adapted cargo for that market^ 
and therefore superior success in obtain- 
ing slivps. 

I immediately despatdied the cutter 

with a tetter to inform him of the erent 

which had occurred with us, and he forth* 

with decided upon the rightand proper line 

of conduct, that of securing a good prize* 

and getting rid of a rival to liie bargain^ 

^-K>r of killing two birds with one stone. 

There were then at Lagos three small 

English ships, but very slenderly armed* 

My captain being still looked to as 

the senior, was immediately elected com^ 

modore, and with great spirit and prompt 

titude he removed the few caironadeK 

they had among them into one ship, and 

manning her well with volunteers from 
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the ediers, got under weigh ; and, the 
Freneh ship being at anchor some miles to 
«rindward» they made a board to seaward 
until they could fetch, when they tacked 
in riiore, and running alongside tbe en- 
emy, hailed him to say (hat war had been 
declared betwew the two countries, and 
ordering him to strike his colours in- 
itactiy, if he was not desirous of being 
sunk. At the same time an eighteen 
pounder was wh»tied over their heads, as 
hint to be quick in Ibeir determination. 
The astonished Frenchman seeing all 
hands at quarters with lighted matches, 
and every thing ready to commence, 
and being allowed no time for parley or 
preparation, was compelled to surrender, 
and La Julie, a very valuable prize, 
(worth at least 80,0001.) was immediately 
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taken possession of; and, all necessary 
arrangements being completed, she wbb 
manned, and sent to the West Indies 
to be sold. . ^ . 

The neat style in which she was thus 
surprised no doubt prevented the effusion 
of blood ; for, from the force of the 
French ship, as weU as from the intrepid 
character of her captain and officers, there 
would have been a number of broken heads 
on both sides had she been clear for action. 

Governor Abson was, at this period, 
at the capital (as were the Frefach and 
Portuguese governors), whither he had 
repaired agreeably to usage. This oflS- 
cial duty which he was obliged to per- 
form, was to a mind constituted like his, 
one of the most disagreeable kind;. for 
the number of years he had held that si- 
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tuation, had not contributed to lessen his 
horror of those scenes of which he was 
fte unwilling spectator, or to render 
callous a heart, naturally humane and be- 
nevolent. 

He was taken seriously ill whilst up 
the country, and returned to William's 
Fort about the beginning of July in a 
state of great debility, which daily in- 
creasing, he at last expired. Having 
more than once expressed a desire that 
he might not be buried at the usual place 
near the magazine, but at a particular 
spot under a tamarind-tree in the orange- 
grove, which he had pointed out, that 
wish was complied with. 

Mr. James (a very kind-hearted worthy 
man), the only officer of the African 
Company remaining in the country, was 
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at this time so much enfeebled by ffin^ss/ 
as to be almost entirely confined t& his 
room^ bnt we managed between us to 
conduct &ie funeral, a9 well as we coidd, 
in military style ; the governors and «f- 
fieers of flie other Boropean fortff, with 
tile captains of the Portuguese ship*, beiajg 
present, and mtmrte-gunt were fired 
during tfie ceremony. On tbis^ oceasioD, 
the spontaneous attendance of apparently 
ttie whole of the native population, many 
of whom seemed much affected, was a 
high tribute to the memory of Mr. Abmn, 
and the best proof of the respect io which 
he was^ held. 

He was a man of mild and agreeaUe 
maimers; cheerfol and commnnkative in 
conversation, and aMiough be had lived 
almost a hermit's Kfe, so long Cached 
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firom the world, in this distant usA se- 
cluded part of Africa, yd; from much 
mading bis mind wius stoied with that 
sort of knowledge which books and the 
piddic prints conid supply ; and from this 
source it was wonderful to observe the 
clear information be seemed to possess 
re8|iecting all interesting matters^ in Eng- 
laad, as^ well a& bis acquaintance with 
the various public and political characters 
of the day. Had be survived a little 
kmger to have giv^i. the result of hia ob- 
s^vations^ oatbe state of Africa ia bis 
immediate vicinity, it would have formed 
a very important and valuable addition to 
owr information on tins interesting subject 
Mr. Abson had four children by one 
of the native women ; — three sona and 
one daughter. 
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George, the eldest, (who at this time 
was in a neighbouring country on busi- 
ness,) had been educated in England; 
but the two younger boys (who were 
mere children,) with Sally, their sister^ 
had never left the country. 

. The latter was about twenty years of 
age, had a fine, animated, expressive 
countenance, and was remarkable for the 
elegance and symmetry of her form. She 
dressed most probably according to 
some fashion of her own, wearing merely 
a piece of cotton, or silk cloth wrapped 
loosely round, extending from the breast 
to a little below the knees, with a sort of 
shawl or scarf Arown across the shoulder, 
leaving one breast with the arms and legs 
exposed. She certainly borrowed no aid 
from foreign ornament ; but nature had 
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done enough, for in her simple at^nylvaB 
attire, she was truly beautifiil. She 
faiew England only from listening to 
the tales of her father, but i^e was 
proud of her Englii^ blood ; seemed on 
(hat account, to consider herself of supe- 
rior degree ; and in her carriage exhibited 
a wild, yet graceful air of dignity. 

When in the company of her elder 
brother, she had a manifest advantage 
in point of manner. His, was an unsuc- 
cessful attempt at what now o'days would 
be called dandyism or s{mrious gentility, 
tors he had acquired when at home for 
his education. Hers was frank and easy ; 
for never having been conscious of a 
superior, she had had none to imitate, 
and was therefore free from every awk- 
ward affectation and constraint, ex- 

G 
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cept that instinctively felt, because im- 
planted by nature in the sex. 

The king of Dahomy had repeatedly 
demanded her as a wife ; but neither her- 
self, nor her father, would ever for a mo- 
ment listen to the proposals 

Since she had grown up» she had a 
house or cottage of her own near the 
orange grove, with a little establishment, 
and slaves to attend her ; but on her 
father returning sick from Abomey she 
again took up her residence in tbe 
fort; became his nurse; attended him 
constantly with the most affectionajte 
c^re; and when he died nothing could 
exceed the poignancy of her grief. Sbe.vw , 
followed the procession to the place of 
interment, and when the ceremDnjr Jj|| 
was finished, ilung herself (m the graven ^^ 
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overwhelmed with the deepest sor- 
row. 

Her situation was very peculiar. Her 
mother was dead, and had she been alive, 
the relationship on that side, in such a 
a country, could not have extended be- 
yond that individual. To her father she 
had been accustomed to look up with re- 
qp^ct and afl^tion, becausb ^ had seen 
him revered and esteemed by all who 
knew him* During his life, she had held 
ralfaer a prominent place ; but his death 
in a moment extinguished every hope of 
happiness, and left her a helpless stranger 
on her native soil. 

Under such circumstances it was not 
wonderful that rfie clung to me as her 
friend and protector, and my sympathy 
was never so strongly, perhaps never so 
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justly, excited. Mr. Abson hud ahfay» 
treated me with a degree of friendi^itp 
and paternal regard, which deserved my 
warmest gratitude; and during that sea- 
sonings or fever, which Europeans must 
undergo in first landing in such adimate, 
I may fairly say I was preserved fr»m 
death by the unremitting attootion of his 
daughter, wh6 -watched me with &e 
kindest solicitude. 

I soothed her with the promise^ that 
when the ship came for me, dte also (as 
I knew the captain, for the take of thie 
fiither, would do every thing to serve her,} 
should be carried with us to some of the 
settlements to windward, where the Eng- 
lish power was more respected; and 
where, under the protection of those who 
had served under and been attached to 
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her fafther^ rtie mighty on the remains of 
his property^ live in comfort and se^ 
cuiity. 

She continued regularly to appear at 
the n^sff-table^ as she had been wont to do 
Airing her fatlier's illnets^ but generally 
sat tiiere abstracted and regardless of the 
food ; and for the next three or four days 
Wandered between the fmrt and the 
orange-grove in the manner of one who 
had some dismal foreboding. At last she 
saddenly disappeared* Inquiring for her 
at break£ast*time» the servants made no 
reply, but hung down thmr heads and 
looked terrified and confiised. Not being 
aUe» either by persuasi(m or Ibreats, to 
obtain any information from them, I pro* 
eeeded to search about in all directions 
but without success. Hat cottage I 
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found totally deserted, and begaato think 
(what I yet could hardly permit myself 
to believe,) that she had killed herself. 

At last, Ramonde, an old and faitfaftil 
domestic of the late governor, who had 
followed me until we had got into a re- 
tired spot wh^re he thought none could 
see us, whispered me that a number of 
king's half-heads had arrived at midni^t 
and carried her off to Abomey. I im- 
precated ten thousand curses on the head 
of this ruthless tyrant, and every slave in 
his dominions. Poor old Ramonde, with 
tears in his eyes, begged me to be careful, 
sayii^ he was afraid to tell me any thing 
because I spoke so openly ; '' (^e swish 
walls can speak in this country," said he, 
'* and the only thing which can prevent 
your words from reaching the king's ear. 
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is, tbui tbey are too strong for repetition; 
rtiU somebody might say I had spoken 
that which they dared not repeat, which 
would be quite sufl^ent to involve me, 
and, perhaps, all connected with me, in 
some dreadful calamity." 

I was folly aware that this honest 
creature's advice was dictated by his 
heart ; but it was impossible, however, 
to suppress the indignant feeling which 
this atrocious act excited. 

My happiness on this occasion was not 
increased by receiving a hint to beware 
of Ctu^o, the cook, which induced me 
for a while to mibsist almost entirely on 
eggs, throng the shells of which I con- 
ceived they could not easily insinuate 
poison ; but this was an irksome state, 
and thinking it better to be poisoned at 
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bnce, than live hi constaol tnticipatioii 
of such an event, I recurred to nay old 
plan of messing, and resolved to tn^st to 
Providence. Although at this tism I 
mi^, frcun the strong measures I bad 
witnessed, have been justifiedin wupecting 
anjc thing, yet, I may here remark, from 
more mature reflection^ that not only 
poor Cudjo, but the Dahomian character 
was injured by this imspicion; for what- 
ever acts of violence may have been d€Hie 
by them, they have always been com- 
mitted opeidy and above board, nor ia» 
there been any instance (d their resorting 
to the dark and dirty crime of poisoning. 
For some months after these tranvic- 
tions, I remained at William's Fort, in 
the performance of that duty for vAudx 
I had been, placed there« 
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Hie black traders seldom receive pay- 
m^t for a slave^ from the whites, at the 
time of delivery ; but prder promissory 
notes, or book$, as they call them, ex* 
pressing tiie different articles which have 
been agreed Upon as the price ; and, at 
the p^iod of winding up accoimts, they 
are paid the full amount of their notes 
together. 

They are extremdy remarkable for 
tbeir retmitive memories; for though mi- 
tirely unacquainted with letters they wiU 
yet point out, with the most perfect ac- 
curacy, (m those slips of paper, the name, 
quantity, and quality of every article 
written on them months before, in the 
order in which th^ were set down, how- 
ever great the number of their notes may 
be ; and all this merely from recollection. 
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The circulating medium in Dahomy 
18 a species of diells called cowries, 
which are gathered, more particularly, on 
the shores of the Molucca Islands in the 
Eastlndies. Sixteen thousand of these are 
called an mmce trade, which is considered 
to be about forty shillings sterling in value. 

The term ounce trade originates from 
the ounce of gold where that metal is the 
medium, although the latter is about double 
the value of the former. The following 
is the manner of reckoning the shells ; 
40 Cowries 1 String 



5 Strings - 


-^ Gallina 


5 GaJlinas - 


. Aky 


4 Akies - 


- Cabess 


4 Cabess - 


- Ounce. 



Cowries are in use from the Volta to 
Benin, and ^ Mr. Robertson says, their 
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mode of counting is exactly similar all 
along ifais extent . of «oast. The nume- 
rals of Dahomy he gives as foflows : 

1 De 

2 Aweh 

3 Etto 
4i Inee 

5 Atto 

6 Aeiza 

7 Teway 

8 Tato 

9 Tene 

10 Owo 
15 Oato 
20 Quo 
25 Quato 
30 Bah 
35 Bahatto 
40 Cadee 
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4fi Cadeeatto 
50 Cadee owo. 
55 Cadee owo atto 
60 Cadee quo 
65 Cadee quo atto 
70 Cadee bah 
75 Cadee bah atto 
80 Caway 
85 Caway atto 
90 Caway owo 
95 Caway owo atto 
100 Caway quo 
1000 Afatto, ^c. 
GoM and silver, altiiough their value 
is perfectly understood, are not used in 
the shape of money ; but both are ma- 
i^iufactured into ornaments. 
C Their jparkets for tiie sale of the usual 
\ necessaries of life, are as well regulated 
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as in any part of Europe. They manu- 
facture cotton cloths of a most excellent 
quality, and posses»ng great durability. 
Their dyes, especially their blues, are ex- 
tremely good, and will bear washing 
without any material change, as long as 
the substance of the cloth will hang to- 
gether. 

Fot common uses they also weave 
grass cloths, which are always beautifully 
variegated, like Ihe Highland tartan. They 
manage to forge arms and implements of 
husbandry from iron bars ; and in every 
attempt which they have made in the arts, 
they have disjdayed great ingenuity, as 
well as indus|try# 

They carry on» with their neighbours,^ 
a consyerable trade in various articles of 
tbeir own produce and manufacture, dur- 
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ing the intenrals of peace, and app^ur 
to have a great commercial spirit that 
wants only to be properly directed. 

Mr. Abson had often n^t at the Court 
of Dahomy, Arabs who had trayeUed 
aqross the Contineiit to tiie Gulf of Benin. 
Altiiough these people had some few ar- 
ticles in the way of traffic, yet they were 
evidently not to tiiat amount from which 
a profit could be derived at all propor- 
tionate to the risk and difficulties of such 
a journey. 

They made themselves useful in various 
little ways as artisans, and appeared to 
be well received by the negroes. Most 
probably, under the name of merchants, 
they were Mahomedan missionaries ; for 
thetermmo/^,bywhichtheywereknowny 
is the Arabic word for priest, and they 
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earned about with Ifaem scraps or sen- 
tences of the Koran, which ihef distri- 
buted to the natives, who generally 
fastened them on the ends of sticks near 
their doors as charms against witchcraft. 
Mr. Dalzel, in his history of Dahomy, 
observes, that the king osually killed an 
elephant to feast Ihese people, when their 
Ramadan, or Lent was over. 

The language of Dahomy is free from 
the nasal and guttural sound peculiar to 
the nations to the westward of Accra ; 
the words of the former generally termi- 
nating in vowels, conveying to the ear 
a softer and more pleasing tone. 

Their names of men and places have 
often a compound signification. Abomey 
the capital, for example, means literally 
" Let me alone ;" Whymbo, (a man's 
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imme) ** God is above ;" and one of the 
titles, or strong names, assumed by Whe- 
noohew, was Scdozcsw, or ** Wherever I 
rub, I leave my scent/' 

Their drums are formed by excavatii^ 
a piece <^ a tree and tying sheep's skin over 
each end g^ it. It is rather an awkward in- 
strument requiring (in marching) one man 
to carry it on his idioulder,whiIirt; another 
walks bdiind him beating it Their songs 
are tolerably musical, and they manage 
their oiher rode instruments with consi- 
derable dexterity. They have a sort of 
harp constructed by fastening five strings 
to a bow, at the end of which a calabash 
or gourd is fixed, which vibrates the sound 
with a very agreeable effect. They hafre 
also small fiageolets on which they phy 
very sweetly. The following is one of 
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their airs, but whether borrowed or na- 
tive I cannot pretend to say, altiiougb* 
from its monotonous simplicity , I should 
think it likdy to be thdr own. 





^ig 



' ^n-f^ 




\^^¥^^ 



When they meet for the purpose of 
dancing, it is usually by moon-h'ght, under 
some large tree, where individuals, by 
turns, exhibit the most extravagant ges- 
tures ; and, in proportion to their ability 
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of twisting themselves into fkntafitic iit-* 
titudes, they are applauded with clapping 
of hands by, the rest of the party» wbci 
formed into a circle, caper round them,i 
and chaunt a song in general chorus. 
The revelry of devils and witches, as 
witnessed by poor Tam O'Shanter in 
Alloway kirk, could not have presented 
a more demoniac scene, than such an 
assembly of these naked savages. 

An inferior, in this country, salutes 
his superior by kneeling, clapping his 
hands thrice, and then snapping his fingers 
at him, precisely as one would do in 
England who wished to insult another. 
There is nothing, perhaps, which strikes 
a traveller ipore than the strange variety 
in the mode of salutation, or expression 
of respect, in different parts of the world. 
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In Europe they shake hantl$ ; onwver 
the beod und bow ; scrape with the feet; 
embrace; kiss hwds, tdes, ^c. $om^ 
of Hie onieQtals uocover their feet ; by 
their bwds on theijr breasts, or saJbno. 
The Chinese thuixq) their heads upon the 
growd to tbdr sovereiga; clench their 
fisty aod gria at Qmt equals ; but that 
maimer which, more especially to. an in^ 
hab^bant of a cold climate, seems the 
most awkwiffd and ridiculous^ is prae- 
tiled by certain islanders of the Pacific 
Ocean, where, on friends meeting, tfiey 
join their noses and rub them ag^nst 
^ich other. 

The police of Dahamy is extr^nely 
strict^ and no strainer, whether white or 
black, can more in any direction without 
being under surveillance, although it is 

H2 
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HO adroitly managed that he discovers no 
appearance of tliis espionage. One may 
travel right and left m the country with- 
out asking permission but if a man 
wishes to go afloat, even to transact 
business in his own ship, he must send a 
messenger to (he viceroy to obtain a pass 
for that purpose, most probably to give 
him an opportunity of judging of the 
motive for going on board, that being a 
point where his power ceases. It is im- 
possibie to elude his vigilance by em- 
barking secretly. 

For example, were a dozen white 
people to send their names on the same 
morning, in a regular manner, by the 
interpreter to the viceroy, desiring a free 
jMiss to the beach, having business to 
perform on-board s^ip; (hat permission 
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would, no doubt, be granted, and a polite 

answer returned. A different messenger 

wmdd then be despatdied by the viceroy 

t^ the village between Grigwee and the 

sea, through which the party, must pass, 
ft 
to give the Caboceer of tiiat place the 

distinguishing marks as tiiey had been 

pointed out by the first messenger, of 

each individual who had really demanded 

a pass. On their arrival at this village, 

although they mi^ be perfectly correct 

as to number, yet, should a person appear 

who had not asked for leave^ but had come 

in the room of one who had done so, 

he would be instantly picked out as not 

being one of those described by the first 

messenger to tiie viceroy. 

On more occasions than one, during 

roy stay, interlopers were detected, who 
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thought they might pass in the fiiitnig at 
Kakeraken's Kroofn (so called ttota the 
name of the Caboeeer who presided at 
this village, or ktodm), atid^ with all 
pos^le ei^ility, infotmed there must 
be idme mistake lEd^mt their pass, and 
l^erring them back to Grigwee {^ an 
explanation. 

Aboitt a year or two previoHs to the 
thne now alhided to, theldng of Didiomy 
sent two of his younger brofliers on board 
a ship then trading at Whydah, that, 
(according to the phrase of the natives 
here,) "they might go to white man's 
cotintry d,nd learn sense ;'* the captain 
having promised to bring them safe back. 
Unfortunately, however, the captftin died 
on the middle passage, and either from 
no written document beiug left reinfecting 
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them, or, through the culpable negligeoce 
or ttuindity of the person who succeeded 
t^ Ae charge of the ship, they were sold 
as daves at Demerara. 

TiBTough the infiueoce oi Mr. Robert- 
son* of Livei^pool, they were, on the 
eitvumstance being known, re-purchased^ 
but not without considerable trouble and 
expeme to the owners of the diip in which 

* This gendeman is now employed on the coast 
of Africa, endeavouring to establish that sort of 
commercial correspondence which bids fair to 
promote the mutnal interests of tlie natives, and 
those vidth whom he is concerned. His public 
spirited enterprise deserves every success. No 
man, perhaps, has a more general knowledge of 
that line of coast, extendhig from Sierra Leone 
to the Congo, or has made more accurate ob- 
servations on the manners and habits of the 
people, and their capabilities for improvement— 
See his ** Notes on Africa:' 
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they had left their country, as by some 
mistake two other boys had, in the first 
instance, been sent to England in their 
stead. At last, however, they retomed 
to the coast of Africa, recommended to 
the care of Captain Davidson, who, from 
Lagos, conveyed them up to me by tte 
cutter, witfi directions to pay them all due 
attention, and send them to Abomey. 

I according received them on landing; 
and conducted them to Grigwee. They 
were neatly dressed in the manner of 
English boys of fourteen or fifteen years 
of age, with blue jackets and nankeen 
trowsers; but, with all this European 
exterior, they had scarcely set foot on 
their natal soil, when they began to re- 
sume their original customs by clapping 
their hands^ snapping their fingers, and 
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fafling on tlieir knees to Hie old Caboceer 
nbmx be came out, as usual, to inspect 
tte passengers. Kakeraken made a dis- 
tinction between them and the others 
pres^at, only by takii^ them by the hands 
and raising them from the kneeling 
posture. 

Arrived at William's Fort, I sent a 
messenger to the king, announcing their 
safe return, flnd adding the usual compli- 
ments which suggested themselves on 
such an occasion. Meantime I could 
not prevail on the lads to dine in the 
hall ; they persisted in seating themselves 
at the head of the staircase, the Viceroy 
alone (or in his absence the chief Cabo- 
ceer on the spot,) being allowed by their 
regulations to sit with a white man, and 
even ttiis is mere provincial privilege 



,y Google 



1CM> DAHOMY. 

ixid does liot eitteml to the court, wbere 
the king and the white men only bt^e 
chairs, all others^ however hi^ their 
rank, sitting or lying on the ground. 

The next morning I foond thei^ saUe 
highnesses naked, having completely dk- 
encumbered themselves of the En^ish 
costume. 

The king occasionally confers the titie 
of white man on some o^ his sobjec^, 
whidi anthorizes tiiem to assume the 
Ehiropean drew, to carry an English 
umbrella, wear shoes, and in short to 
play the parts of white men in all respects. 

But, whether from his not thinking 
proper, or nM>re probably from its not 
occurring to him, to whitewash his bro- 
thers, notwithstanding tbey had been in 
England, they were of course obhged to 
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reiume their ariginal habits. . About two 
dtyg afterwards some Halfbeacis arrived 
at the fort with a eivil message from the 
king in answer to niine» and conducted 
the boys to Abomey. 

As no complaint was ever made of 
their havhig been Seated in any way 
ccmtrary to tbeir expectations, it seems 
likely they had never been fully aware 
that so great a mistake had taken place 
respecting tiiem. At Demerara, proba- 
bly, tliey had learnt but little sense; and 
in England still less, from the shortness 
of their stay there. What new accom- 
pMiinents, therefore, they did possess, 
must have been acquired on shipboard, 
the best school in the world for bringing 
raw people to their senses. 

Soon after this I received intimation 
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from the captain to break up my esta* 
blishment and join him at Lagos, at tke 
Princess Amelia was soon to proceed to 
the West Indies. I accordingly sent to 
the king for my pass to leave the country, 
having finished my business ; but, after 
some shufiling and evasion, I was at last 
distinctly informed, that no permission 
would be granted, it being resolved, for 
special reasons, to detain me as a slave 
to the king, but these reasons they did 
not think proper at this time to explain. 
It may be ri^t to remark that the term 
Ung^s slave, as here used, meant rather a 
state prisoner, than one who had actually 
to perform a laborious duty ; for notliing of 
this sort occurred, and they continued to 
treat me with the usual degree of respect 
and attention. But where a language b 
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not, perhaps, very copious in itself, and 
where good translators are scarce, we 
insist take tfaeir expressions in the best 
way they can give them. 

In the hands of this barbarian who had 
given such decided proofs of a wayward 
disposition, and a determination to gratify 
his whims and humours at all hazards, I 
had now before me the bleakest prospect 
imaginable. But having somewhere heard 
that the surest plan for the enjoyment of 
happiness is never to anticipate misery, 
and always to lau^ at misfortune when 
it comes, I endeavoured to act on it as 
well as I could ; and instead of useless re- 
pining, set all my wits to works in de- 
tising some scheme for my liberation or 
escape. Meanwhile, I again despatched 
the cutter to Lagos, to inform the captain 
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of my situation^ and desiring his adviee 
in this dilemma. 

By her return, he recommended me ta 
use every exertion in my power to come 
to an understanding with these people, 
and expressing his hope that my detentioe 
proceeded from a mere temporary act of 
caprice on the part of the king which 
would soon blow over ; kindly ajssuring 
me, at tiie same time^ that no effort of hit 
should be spared to obtain my freedom, 
and that I need be under no alarm of 
being left unprotected and forgott^i, as 
he was to remain some time longer on 
the coast to conduct certain affairs, about 
which he had received particular direc- 
tions from England. 

At last, after many solicitations, I was 
informed by my black friends that my 
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case was to be investigated; and, for that 
purpose I was desired to repair, with my 
interpreter to the house (I think) of Jo- 
hatooy ODe of the king's traders, where a 
palaver was to be held on me. 

The term pfdwoer, from the Portuguese 
expression palabraa, or words, is Qne of 
rather wide and general signification on 
the coast of Africa, and means any law- 
suit, quarrel, disputation, or, as in the 
present instance, court of inquiry. 

At Johatoo's I found assembled, in an 
arbour at the end of a court adjoining 
his house, a council literally of the elders, 
consisting of about a 4ozen of tbe most 
ancient men of the town, who, it ap- 
peared^ had been selected as commis- 
sioners on this occasion. I afterwards 
learnt that the youngest member of this 
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party was upwards of eighty years of 
age. The frosted wool on their heads, 
and their white bushy beards, contrasted 
with their black skins, had a very striking 
and venerable appearance. 

I now entered warmly into the griev- 
ance I laboured under in being refused 
permission to depart, and expatiated, as 
I imagined, with great eloquence, on the 
disadvantages which must result to the 
country itself from such arbitrary and 
unjust proceedings ; it being natural to 
expect that white men, under existing 
circumstances, would abandon Dahomy, 
and seek for trade among other people, 
where they were not subjected to such 
vexation and oppression, and concluded 
by desiring to know the reason of my 
detention* 
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They listened to all this with much 
grave attention, and then replied that the 
king bad detained me, on three different 
grounds. 

First — Because, whilst I had been 
trading for, and communicating with, a 
ship of three masts, the duty to the king 
had only been paid on a one-mast vessel ; 
by which he had been defrauded *. 

Secondly. — Because, an English ship 
had attacked and captured a French ship 
which was trading peaceably in Whydah 
road, thereby depriving the king of the 



* It was subsequently ascertained that one 

R n in the company's service had sent a 

report to the king, impressing him with this idea 
in order to be revenged on the captain for having 
refused to accede to some unreasonable request 
which he had made. - , , 
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bmiefit of that vessel's commerce ; that I 
had. on this occurrence, assembled all th^ 
people of my factory on the bridge .of 
the fort, and there given tliree dieers in 
honour of an event which was very 
injurious to the king's interest; and. 
had otherwise displayed great joy and 
.mtisfaction on the occasion, by feasting 
some white men in the hall of the fort, 
who were of the same way of thinking as 
myself, and also by distributing liquor 
^id cowries among my dependants. 

Thirdly. — They objected to my leav^ 
ing the country, whilst I had yet goods 
remaining; as the re-embarkation of them 
would reflect discredit on the country, by 
inducing a belief that there was not the 
same demand in Dahomy, as in other 
pl^s, for the manufactures of white men* 
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I replied to the first cliarge» by stating 
what they well knew to be true; that 
the slaves I had purchased were by no 
meam equal to the number necessary even 
for a one-mast vessel, and, therefore, the 
fair and reasonable amount of duty had 
been fully paid ; and no fraud could be 
said to have been committed unless a 
greater proportion had been embarked, 
tiian that established for the size of the 
Wtter. 

As to the communication wi^ the 
three-mast vessel, it was only of that kind 
which had existed at all times, and at all 
parts of the coasd:, between ships be- 
lei^ing to the same own^*s. 

Od the second charge I remarked, that 

whatever share myself or those coimected 

with me might have had in the capture 
I « 
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of a French ship in Lagos Bay, yet we 
bad nothing to do with the affair which 
occurred in Whydah road. Besides 
all this, even the latter ship had been 
taken without the limits of the Dahomian 
dominions, which extended no farther 
than the beach; and on that domain 
which is every where ours — the sea. 

With respect to my rejoicing at this 
event, I asked if the people of Dahomy 
did not rejoice, make fetish, and oflTer 
sacrifices when they conquered or de- 
stroyed their enemies ; — had I not, there- 
fore, a right on a similar occasion to 
cheer and carouse if I thought proper? 

As to the third diflSculty , I was willing 
to wave any discussion about the injustice 
and unreasonableness of not allowing 
goods to be re-embarked when once 
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landed, whether thera was a market for 
them or not ; and to settle that point by 
transferring the few I had remaining to 
Mr. James who remained in the comitryj 
and who wotild readily give me either 
slaves or cowries for them to carry on 
board with me. 

During this conference, which lasted 
between two and three hours, (for they 
are very slow and solemn in their deli- 
berations,) much was said on both sides, 
but theforegoing comprises the substance 
of the whole. Before it broke up I 
earnestly entreated these Jtistkes in Eyre, 
to give me the benefit of their good re- 
port, that I might have permission to 
leave the country ; but to this solicitation 
fliey either would not, or could not, 
give an explicit answer, although they 
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seemed, throughout the discusiSion, to 
shew rather a kind and compassionate 
feelings and often smiled at tiie earnest 
manner in which I pleaded my cause. 

But mine being a king*s palater, (a 
sort of thing which all men of good taste 
in this country endeavour to avoid,) 
they could not be considered altogether 
as free agents in giving their opinion on 
it ; and I soon had occasion to learn that 
all my fine speeches had been entirely 
thrown away; that my arguments had 
made no impression ; and that no revo- 
cation of my doom was likely to take 
place. 

I was now nearly at my wits' end, and 
almost inclined to trust for my deliver- 
ance entirely to fate; but, considering 
that they are not entitled to the assia- 
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tance of Picovidence who dont do all 
ttey can to help tbemselYes, I therefore 
still continued to revolve new schemes 
for my escape. 

Accident, however, which so often 
lends a hand to the wisest heads, and the 
clearest judgments, and brings about im- 
provements in the state of affairs, (which 
it is by no means unusual to attribute to 
sagacity and foresight,) came at last to 
my aidr 

Mr. Hamilton of Accra, who, op Mr. 
James's report of the death of Mr. Abson 
being received athead^quarters, hadbeeq 
commissioned to look into the state of 
our settlement at Whydah, and who had 
a discretional power to establish himself 
as governor there, if he thou^t proper, 
suddenly arrived at Grigwee. 
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This circumstance occasioned my pros^ 
pects to brighten a little ; for, altiiougfa 
Mr. Hamilton, (who was a fine warm- 
hearted fellow,) proceeded on the usual 
visit to Abomey, as a matter of cere- 
mony, yet he made at the same time, my 
detention the subject of serious com- 
plaint, and pointed out tiie evils which 
were likely to accrue to the country, from 
such extraordinary conduct. 

To his fortunate arrival, therefore, and 
the kind interest he took in the business, 
I may attribute my liberation ; for, not- 
withstanding the king, with a sullen sort 
of obstinacy, would not grant direct per- 
mission, as was customary, I received 
private intimation that my departure 
would not be opposed, and being too 
happy in any opportunity of taking my 



,y Google 



DAHOMV. 121 

leave of him, I made no diflScuIties as to 
tile manner. 

They evidently seemed to think me a 
troublesome character, and from external 
appearances, they were in some degree 
justified in entertaining this opinion. The 
^meful behaviour of the person who 
had raised their suspicion of having been 
tricked with respect to the customs, wa» 
the ground-work of this feeling, whilst 
the frequent departure and re-appearance 
of the cutter, more particularly at the 
time of the capture of the French ship in 
the road, followed by that of the other 
at Lagos, events in which I appeared to 
take a great interest, induced them to 
consider me, what in Prance is termed 
an agitator, or in England, a public dis- 
turber. 
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Many incautious and warm expressions 
also, the eifect of heedless inexperience, 
on occurrences which I witnessed, but 
had no power to prevent, and cm which 
I ought, therefore, in common prudence 
to have been silent, all tended to inspire 
them with that opinion which Eysau, my 
interpreter, one day thus expresisled, by 
way of giving me a little advice, " people 
talk, you for war man, good : for trade 
man, no good." 

Some circumstances now transpired 
concerning Sally Abson, respecting 
whom, since her sudden disappearance, 
all had been mystery and conjecture, for 
in a case like her's we could have found 
no native who would carry a message to 
Abomey, even in the humblest style of 
supplication, far less one of remonstrance 
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or complaint. We had repreisented the 
affair in the strongest terms to Mr. Ha- 
milton, who was not cold in advocating 
her cause. 

It was now ascertained, that when for- 
cibly carried away, and hurried after a long 
journey into the presence of the impatient 
king, she, to the great horror and asto- 
nishment of all the courtiers, not only re- 
used to kneel, or pay him the least mark 
of respect, but with a total disr^ard of 
life, boldly accused him of oppression 
and injustice, and disdainfully denied his 
right of control over her. The despot, 
in the first transport of his rage, pushed 
her violently and dashed her on the 
ground; but,^ as if suddenly reflecting 
tliat he might have gone too far in the 
outrage already committed, or more pro- 
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bably awed and overcome by the noble 
intrepidity of her conduct^ he was with- 
held from proceeding to extremities, and 
merely ordered her to be instantly re- 
moved from his sight. 

He never permitted her to return to 
"Wbydah, but Mr. James, (the younger 
brother of the gentleman already alluded 
to,) who has since that period been go- 
vernor of William's Fort, had opportu- 
nities, in his visits to Abomey, of seeing 
her within the walls of the seraglio, though 
only at a distance, and he never was al- 
lowed to speak to her. He learnt, how- 
ever, that from the moment of her seizure 
she had become a prey to grief, and after 
lingering some years in this state of des- 
pondency, sunk at last broken hearted to 
the grate. 
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Perhaps no event of my life ever made 
a deeper impression on my mind than the 
violation of poor Sally. Added to the 
remembrance of many generous acts of 
kindness which I must have been heartless 
to have forgotten, she so evinced the spirit 
of a heroine by the undaunted manner of 
asserting her independence in the tyrant's 
face, as to command my admiration and 
respect, and to heighten a feeling of sor- 
row for her fate, which a lapse of years has 
not effaced. The king appeared to claim 
her on the ground of her mother having 
been his subject, and on the death of her 
father he considered the only bar to his 
pretensions removed. But she was born in 
the fort, under the British flag, and had, 
ttierefore, an undoubted right to be free. 

Our settlement at Fort William has 
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for some time past been abandooed by 
the African Company, the last governor 
there having been detained as a prisoner 
for three yea^, although the king has 
often since that period made overtures 
for a renewal of commmiication. 

Dahomy, aboot half a century ago, 
one of the most powerful and flourishing 
of the African nations, ahd the richest 
from its commerce with Europeans, is 
now much fallen ; not only from the loss 
oi its trade, but it has also been extremely 
humbled by unsuccessful wars with the 
JEyoes and Ashantees. -— - — ^,. 

The slave trade ought never to have ex- 
isted, and therefore there can be no ques- 
tion a$ to the propriety of its abolition. 
But it is only from its complete extinc^ 
tion that we can expect to promote the 
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real wel&re and happiness of the African 
people. When deprived of the source 
which even the partial existence of this 
traffic affords for obtainbg those nu- 
merous articles of European manufac* 
tore, which they have long been accus- 
tomed to consider not merely as lu»iries, 
but as necessaries, they must then endea- 
v<Hir to acquire them by other and more 
laudable means. 

That the Africans engaged in wars 
before the slave trade commenced, and 
will continue to do so, when it has en- 
tirely ceased, is but too probable ; yet 
certainly not to the extent which that 
commerce undoubtedly occasioned. 

In a long harangue which Adahoonza 
made on this subject to Mr. Abson, he 
declared, in the name of his ancestors 
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and himself, that they never made war for 
the mere purpose of obtaining slaves to 
purchase the merchandise of white men; 
and adduced many plausible reasons for 
carrying on hostilities, independent of 
such a view. But with all due defer^ice 
to the memory of this august personage, 
although his progenitors or himself may 
not have attacked their neighbours for 
this mere purpose, yet it is impossible not 
to suspect (were we not otherwise as- 
sured of the fact,) that the desire of ac- 
quiring European manufactures, must 
have had a very material effect in ex- 
citing them to pick unnecessary quarrels. 
But, when this excitement no longer 
exists, and legitimate commerce is con- 
sequently extended and increased, we 
may look with confidence to the pro- 
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gressive civilization and prosperity of 
Nigritia. 

As this, however, cannot be the work 
of a day, it would in the meantime be an 
attempt wortfiy of Britain, to reclaim 
these people from the shocking practice 
of immolatmg human victims, the next 
grand barrier to their improvement. 

The Dabemians, and the surrounding 
nations, are, like all savages, under the 
thraldom of superstition; but liiey are by 

™J255D155J??*[?!!P®]y bigoted q» many 
others in the world. 

Tliey evidently possess, in the common 
affairs of life, a degree of shrewdness, 
reasonableness, and sound sense, far be- 
yond the natives inhabiting the barbarous 
portions either of Asia or America, and 
entertain a very exalted opinion of the 
K 
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guperior understanding and intellectual 
powers of Europeans. 

It is on this last ground, more especi- 
ally, ttiat I would venture humbly to 
suggest an interference with the King of 
Dahomy on the subject of the sacrifices, 
not in any way dictatorial, or meddling 
with his government in other respects^ 
but in the style of friendly recommcQda- 
tion from the highest authority in this 
country ; aid actional weight might, 
perhaps, be given, by other powers unit- 
ing in tiiis solicitation. 

Two of his sons might also be brought 
to England for a year or two, where 
every pains should be taken to inculcate 
those sentiments most likely to promote 
the end in view, or which might prove 
otherwise beneficial to their country. 
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DifficUlty^makers * . wotitd^ pr&bably, 
oppose to tfiese^ schemes the very ^ircum* 
stances already detailed^ Of the peifor^ 
maitoe of the sacrifie^ being considered 
a religicms thity, and of tte kiH^'s> t^ 
foxing to gire up a sii^e victim oF^tbe 
establiihel hurtib^ even#hen aniirigd by 
the htghesfc prides for ilkvt^ ; mi^ ttejf 
might also adVert to ttife rapidEitj^ with 
which hisitv^bbr^em i^tir^^o &eir 
tetiv^ hibite on landing tn D^bi&y. 

fo the first objection it inay 1^ i^!ied» 
that they ha^neve^ ^eft h^m sohiMf 
reined with onthe impropnety of 4iese 
practices^; and I thiii^4t inot'^^ &aii pro* 

bable, fVom their notion^ Of th^ ^dgmeht 

..'■.- . . . t . ' , ' * . 

* A diffieiAtywtn^r id an ib6tnitfab!^ ikiisaticdy 

and totalljr. unfit for any seryice> either by srea 

or land. 

K 2 



,y Google 



132 DAHOMV« 

and attainments of white men, that they 
might concede, more particularly to such 
a recommendation as that proposed, what 
no mercenary motive would ever induce 
them to yield to. With respect to the 
king's brothers, in the instance alluded to, 
it cannot be said, in Tact, that they knew 
any thing about England, or tiie purpose 
for which they were sent there. 

We have now an accredited agent at 
the capital of Ashantee, who might, but 
with all due delicacy, easily sound them 
on the subject in that quarter ; and from 
the King's ship, which usually runs down 
this coast to inspect the settlements, (and 
which could anchor for a week at Why- 
dah,) a deputation of discreet officers, 
previously well-instructed in tiie object 
of their mission, might proceed with 
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froper ceremony to Abomey, where, if 
they even failed in obtaining^ a compli- 
^ance with their suggestions, they would 
at least be listened to with respect and 
attention. l%ould they on the other hand 
prove successful, the example of two such 
nations as Dahomy and Ashantee, would 
undoubtedly have a powerful influence in 
reclaiming the neighbouring states. 

It is a practice on some parts of the 
Gold Coast, at tiie funeral of a man of 
consequence, to bury alive, in the same 
grave with the corpse, some young fe- 
male ; and, I believe, I am not incorrect 
in stating, tha( Mr. Dawson, when Go- 
vernor of Animaboo, on observing from 
ihe fort, preparations for a sacrifice of 
this kind, rushed out with a number of fol- 
lowers, stopped ttie proceedings; saved 
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^ath, and, by J|iif a^dr^ wd ^t^orijty, 
lipf^v^nt^ a rpprti^QB oif tkiS:pra$4}P^ 

with Im NPt^ci «l^0la«» ««ay tbM) > io 
okfrfea, the BiiftMh iDflaence, judkdously 
diccclvdi baa, maomH distdiitii, ' nearly 
abeKAMifae dreadftd'cuitoni «f . I^UHiiog^ 
«id(>«» on Ibe funei^l pfleviof tbeiv buf- 



That fjxpftnment, therefore, i« favour 
^ ^e< Mdet^i and i» the <?aiwe pf |p- 
Wm^i » •u'^y W<ffth iniJdng, vhiflb 
1^1 be mi^e' vi<b »Q littte ^ffi«i%^, 
Ircmble, <*• e?pen«e.-+r3irt I tpusit; mm 
return to my narrative. 
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I had been recommended by the cap* 
tain to get, if possible, to Little Popoe^ 
an adjoining ccmntryv and there to wait 
an opportunity of being picked up. 

Along that line of coast from Cape 
Saint Paul's to Cape Formosa, (an ex- 
tent of, at least, three hundred rnilDs,) 
an easy commvmieation between the ra^ 
rious countries is affbrded by means of 
lakes and rivers, which run in a direction 
nearly parallel with the sea-beadi. Mf 
ooqrse to Little Popoe lay throu^ one of 
these, and finding mjrself unfettered, I 
lost no time in engaging with the people 
of a canoe belonging to that country, 
who having come to Whydah on some 
business were about to return. 

Taking leave of my friends, I em- 
barked, with my remaining goods and 



,y Google 



136 GRAND POPOE. 

chatteiSy in this canoe, about sunset one 
evening, and paddling swiftly along tfie 
lake, bid adieu to this land of despot^m 
with a light heart*. 

We made the best of our way all night, 
aitid the next day brought us to a place 
cdled Grand Popoe. Here the canoe^ 
men, in defiance of all my remonstrances, 
turned aside from the main channel of the 
lake, and proceeded for a considerable 
distance through a winding avenue of 
mangrove-trees, which grew in the water, 

* I must confess that I have since ohseired a 
different kind of tyranny, t^hich, though happily 
not permanent, is yet, whilst it lasts* more dis- 
gusting and intolerable than even the de^potism- 
of Dahomy. I mean the tyranny of demagogue& 
and the mob, in those countries where real free- 
dom is abused, and the rabble cry of ' liberty' 
made the watch-word for every species of br«H 
t^lity and excess. 
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and op^ded at last on the village where 
the chief cahoceer, (or king^ as he is 
tomettmes called,) of this place resides. 

It appeared to be the duty of these 
eancem^i to bring all their passengers to 
this personage, who levies a toll upon 
each for the liberty of passing his terri- 
tory, and, as hit High Mightiness hap- 
pened to be drunk, (the first African dig^ 
nitary whom I had observed in tlus 
state,) I was a good deal annoyed by 
Ihe difficulties he started in selecting Im 
dash or present. In this perplexity, 
however, I forttumtely met with a female 
Mend to whom I had once occasion to 
offer some little civility, and who now 
evidently interested herself in my favour. 
This was one of his women who seemed 
to possess considerable influence with 



,y Google 



138 GRAND POPOE. 

biiii» and who, hainng been some months 
previous to this thn^ at Whydah, either on 
btmnenr orpleasurfe, visited, fmiong o&er 
places. Port William, (as a, foreigner of 
dkHnctiott,) where I made her a presimt 
of a small white silk handkerdiief. Soon 
after my }aiidir^ she disappeared fttim 
among the crowd by which I was sor-^ 
rQiinded, and in a few minutes returned, 
displaying this handkerchief round her 
«rm, as if to tell moDhe, had not forgotten 
Ae attentibn. 

Hie king, at last, chose from among 
the articles I had with me, two pieces of 
cloth and a keg of brandy, and I was al- 
lowed, after a delay of several hours, to 
proceed on my voyage. 

They entertained me during my stay 
with some dancing, music, and singing, in 
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a 3tyle tftif 3av»ge. Whilst these per- 
formimoes were going on, I pteeired 
]|^v^al nK^a with itheir handji tied behind 
tfaeiB^ And thei|r anol^ bwpd, lying qnder 
mm treea jrt a lilile distimce, hut whe- 
ther fliey were priwwiersi^f iy^r or erimi* 
nib I was imable to raicertain. 

Hhis ni^, tod the whole of the next 
day, I pursued my course towards Little 
ttop&ey "Sf&idtk liJBlk a coosi^^l^Ie distance 
f%dfaei?' to thd iipeslward;^ On flie north 
haj^ (^tbk'Iake; 1 observed idbe wild 
id0[diaflt8 iver^ very 'qmn^rous, 

larrived at my destination, thp house 
of a Ditteh Samid*, 'trf the name of 
Neisec^ on thci evening of Ae third day, 

* A person of colour, having three parts black, 
and one of white blood iti his cotnposition. 
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my face and hands completely flayed, 
from exposure to the sun in the canoe. 

Little Popoe^ being a frontier town of 
Creppee, is protected by the king of 
Ashantee. Its municipal laws are mild 
and equally favourable to the sufajectir of 
all countries; hence it enjoys a consi- 
derable share of trade^ although the bar 
is bad. 

The language and habits of the natives 
bear a Hear resemblance to those of Why- 
dah. They are an industrious, obliging and 
well-mannered people, very cheerftd, and 
fbndofpublicsports^such asrunning.wrest- 
ling, leaping, and other feats of activity. 

After remaining about three weeks at 
this place the Princess Amelia arrived in 
the road, and I immediately embarked, 
rejoiced to find myself once more afloat. 
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I met on boai*d of her one of the lieu- 
tenants of the captured Freiu^ ship, the 
rest of her ship's company haying been 
disposed of in different directions. He 
very quickly introduced himself to me, 
and I found him a most intdligent com- 
panion, full of humour and vivacity. He 
had the rank of lieutenant in the French 
navy and had served during the late war, 
until taken prisoner by Mcssieurs^ les 
Anglm, alter which he resided for a con- 
siderable time either on board a ship on 
Portchester lake, or somewhere ashore 
in that neighbourhood ; a portion of his life 
of which he always spoke with extreme 
horror. Being well read, and having 
seen a good deal of the world, his mind 
was much improved, and he was withal 
exceedingly communicative, especially as 
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he coukl express himself in English with 
great fluency, C>n one subject, indeed,' 
he greatly resembled (as our captain 
said,) a pair of bellows^ and used to puif 
aend blow, with uncommon volubility; 
namely, the capture of his ship. Our 
attack upon her WtVM <)uietly employed 
trading in^a nratral pott, he deemed one 
of the most barefaced and infiamo^ act^<>f 
piracy ever committed in a;ncieii^ or mo-* 
dem times, and, iii support of his opim^n, 
quoted various authorities (I believe 
Vattel and Pufifendorf,) respecfihg the 
laws of nations, and the rights of lieh 
Hgerehts. 

I, on the other hand» defended the 
measure, ai perffecstly correct, and itl- 
sisted, that whatever Vattel, Puffendorf^ 
or himself might say about the laws of 
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batioDS, there was a law of nature greatly 
parwiount to all, which bound erery 
Briton to attack a Fr^ichman on the first 
symptom of war^ Moreover, we were 
right even on the ground of that Btiona'^ 
partean axiom which says ^' whatever 
policy requires, justice sanctiotis," and 
it was clearly sound policy to secure an 
enemy sufficiently strong to have cap- 
tured all the English vessels at Lagos, 
had he only been aware of the war ; well 
knowing also, as we did, what free and 
easy gentry Frenchmen were, when they 
had power in their hands. '' Ah sacre !" 
exclaimed my antagonist, in an ecstasy 
of rage, " how dare you speak of 
Frenchmen, and free and easy? — ^look at 
your own conduct, you robber — look at 
La Julie ! — Ah Mon Dieu, the free and 
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easy \—f les voleurs /—Your royal 

tigers (meaning men-of-war,) n<it cmly 
plmider and insult the world, but its coth- 
merce must also be annoyed by tbe rii- 
pacity of your dirty merchantm^i." 

Such was the gmeral diaracter of oar 
connrersation, (on this particular subject,) 
and he often, at su^ times woukl express 
his ardent desire, that the civilized powers 
of Europe might unite their naval forces 
to put down the haughty tyrants of the 
sea« 

I generally then attempted, (what 
would appear in his frame of mind, an 
impossibility,) to convince him that no 
other mistress of the ocean would wield 
her power with such moderation as 
Britain; and I contended that she usedttt 
only to support weaker nations againftt 
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against the jinprincipled aggressions and 
usurpation of France by land, and to 
fmaintain that just balance so i^cessary to 
ttte i^osperity of every commercial coun- 
try — adding, that England, far from being 
tyrannical, was so squeamishly honest as 
to permit the trade of her enemies to be 
.openly carried on under neutral flags. 

This view of the subject naturally 
ealled forth, on his part, a torrent of in- 
vective ^against our domineering system ; 
and when he became provoking beyond 
reasonable endurance^ I g^ierally wound 
up the argument by singing hun a verse or 
two of '' Rule Britannia," which he called 
an insult, and frequently swore he would 
revenge with his sword. Not under- 
itanding the hop, skip, and jump non- 
mme of the small sword, I protested 
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against tiiis mode of warfare, but hinted 
that with aship^pistol, tomahawk, or any 
clumsy weapon, I should be ready to 
%ack my opinions the first ds^ we 
landed. 

AU these dire notions of war and 
vengeance generally evaporated however 
towards morning, (as often happens with 
piany other valiant people,) and we 
usually became friends again. Indeed it 
was absolute necessary for the French- 
man to be on speaiing terms with me, 
in order to aisure an oppon^it fw an 
argument, an object which, in our small 
^urty , might not liave been otherwise so 
easily attainable. 

The discussion on the sublet of his 
riiip comm^iced on Ihe coast of Africa, 
continued across the whole Atlantic 
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Ocean, aiul was by no means in a finidied 
state when we reached the West Indies^ 

Arrived at last» however, at the island 
of Barbadoes, we were boarded as usaal 
on entering Carlisle Bay by the guard 
boat of one of the men-of-war, (the 
Serapis, an old-fashioned four-and-forty,) 
when we received intelligence which ra« 
tiier gave a favourable colour to (liat side 
of the question which my friend espoused. 

The officer of the guard, on hearing 
from whence we came, < and the name of 
the ship, said, that for some time past it 
i^arp look-out had bera kq)t for us, 
there being an order from the Admiralty- 
eourt to seize us in the King's name for 
robbery and piracy on the hif^ seas! 
M the same time I^ placed the King's 
broad arrow on the main-mast, and we 

L 2 
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were, in all doe form, seized and secured 
iooordiiigly. 

He tiien weat on to eiq)lain, that on 
the arrival of La Julie in the. West Indies, 
she had been boarded and examined by 
the ship tQ which he belonged ; when 
finding she had been captured by vessels 
having no letter of marque, or legal ri^t 
whatever for engaging in hostilities, our 
act of course came under the head of 
piracy, and the vessel taken consequently 
became a prize to the first man-of-war 
th^ fell in with her, and as such she had 
been duly condemned to the Serapis. 

The Frenchman who listened to aH 
this with eager attention might naturally 
be allowed to display a little extravagant 
joy, at the triumph of his opinion. *^ Ah 
hah!" said he, ''you will dash and keep 
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your katreen* with yCHir prize-money ? — 
yes, you will darfi! — you will now cut 
a figure ! — you will every one be hang- 
ed ; and it will give me very much plea* 
sure to attend the ceremony : — Comment 
votis partez votiSy mon ami ? 

Duncan, (the name of the lieutenant 
of the Serapis, if I remember rightly,) 
who seemed rather a dry fellow, hoped 
that nothing serious would result to us 
from the commission of a very dashing, 
though irregular, act ; yet, as La Julie 
must have become a priize to some autho- 
rized dbip, it was quite as well she should 
have fallen to their lot as any other ; but 
it was indispensably necessary to prove 
us to be pirates, in order to establish 

their own claim to her. 

■ - I I I I ■ I > I .11 1 1 ■ I II III « 

* The West Indian term for a gig. 
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As a proof, however, that he did not 
eonsider us the worst peojde m the world, 
he remained to spend the afternoon in 
owsociety^; and notwithstanding our vn« 
p€ndmg fate, we managed to jollify a 
litUe, and make a day of it 

In the evemng my GaUic friend came 
up to me on deck with much appearance 
of i^tachment, and said, that althou^ he 
had often argued with asperity about our 
want of law, in the affair of his capture, yet 
seeing the serious a^iect the matter had 
now assumed, he should, mm badinage, 
fed much regret if this business involved 
in distress those for whom, in all other 
respects, he entertained a high esteem 
and regard. 

This argument was too generous and 
subduing to admit of contradiction, and 
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I shook the good fellow heartily hy the 
hand, although he was a Frenchman. 

Whether from the captain of (he Prin- 
cess Amelia (Bogle) having died an the 
middle passage^ by whose orders Mr. 
Layton, (then in charge of the sbip») and 
those under him were supposed to have 
aeted^ without judging of their propriety ; 
or whether the form of seizure, in order to 
transfer the prize, was deemed a suffiqieQ^ 
satisfaction to the law in our case, I ean« 
not say, but in two or three days we 
were liberated, still however looking ra* 
ther sheepish, neither relishing the loss <^ 
the prize on which we had calculated so 
much, nor the bad name we had acquired 

We proceeded with a large convoy, 
under charge of the Fairy sloop of war. 
Lord William Fitzroy, onwards to Ja- 
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maica» and on the Ist of January, ISOI^ 
arrived at Port Royal. 

Here my leave of absence being expired, 
I rejoined the King's service, and was 
appointed by Sir John Duckworth, tte 
Gommander-in-diief, to be surgeon of the 
Flying Fish schooner, commanded by 
Lieutenant Price, an old messmate of 
mine, who was a cruizer of the keenest 
class ; and, for the next year, we roamed 
together through each creek and comer 
of the Caribbean sea,and plundered every 
enemy of En^and, without the risk of 
incurring the penalties of piracy. 

It may, perhaps, be a pardonable di* 
gression here to notice how this oflScer, 
on one occasion, made a considerable 
sum of prize-money in a very miraculous 
^ort of manner. 
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Whilst cruiziDg off Cape Tiburoon, in 
tile Island of St. Domingo, in tl^ Sparrow 
Cjitter, commanded by Lieutenant WyHe, 
tli^ chased and came up witii, an Ame- 
rican brig, whose cargo, added to other 
circumstances, created such suspicion of 
her being enemy's property, that they 
thought proper to send her in to Port 
Royal for examination. 

The American captain, however, swore 
80 positively, through thick and thin, to 
the truth of the papers which he pro- 
ceed, that the Admiralty-court was in- 
duced to set him at liberty, when he 
instantly commenced a prosecution for 
demurrage against Lieutenant Wylie for 
having detained him. 

In this state of the affair, the present 
Lieutenant Fitton of Uie navy, (then a 
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midsiupman commanding a small tender,) 
arrived in Port Royal, and went on board 
the Sparrow to visit Wylie, whom be 
found exceedingly low-spirited at the ide^ 
of the ruinous damages which would he 
awarded against him, on account of the 
Yankee. 

Fitton, on hearii^ the name of thcr 
captain and brig, and the nature of the 
cargo, desired his firiend to be under no 
^prehension, for she was yet a good 
prize. 

He then explained, that cruizing in his 
ten(ter, near the spot where the Sparrow; 
had diased the vessel in question, and 
much about the same time, they had 
caught a large shark, and were surprised 
on hearing the man employed in cutting it 
open, sing out, ** Stand by to receive your 
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UtttvSf my boys, for here's the post-man 
Come on^board/' handing out at the same 
moment a bundle of papers from its maw. 
Tliese were but little injured by the di- 
gestive powers of the animal, and Fitton 
retained them. 

They now appeared to be the real 
papers of the Ameriean, which he had 
thrown overboard when pressed in the 
chase, and which had been swallowed by 
this shark. They proved, beyond a doubts 
that the cargo was French. . 

The two gentlemen proceeded instantly 
up to Kingston with this new and decisive 
evidence, but all further investigation was 
rendered unnecessary, for the captain of 
the brig was so thunderstruck on hearing 
the circumstance, (naturally considering 
it as a visitation from Heaven for his 
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perjuries,) that he immediately absconded, 
and the vessel, after all, was condemned 
to the Sparrow, giving Wylie tture^ 
thousand, and my friend*, fifteen 
hundred pounds, for their respective 
diares. 

Mr. Fitton sent up the jaw-bones of 
this shark to the Admiralty-court at 
Jamaica (where they now remain,) with 
his compliments, observing that he con- 
sidered them a very proper collar for all 
neutrals to swear through in future. 

But this tell-tale shark had not yet 
done with the poor Anoericans, who never 



* Poor Price was at last, in our schooner, most 
probably, blown up at sea, with all hands, for no 
vestige or wreck of them was ever discoviered on 
any shore. I was not of this party, having been 
previously appointed to a frigate. 
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lest any opportuaity of turning an honest 
penny, by carrying on the trade of our 
enemies. 

Captain Otway *, was at that period 
serving in the West Indies, in the Trent 
frigate, and happened to be present at 
the discussion of this affair of the shark. 
Being about to sail on a cruize^ Mr. Wa- 
terhouse,tlie prize agent, desired him, if he 
met with a certain American brig, (which 
he described,) and could find out the cap- 
tain's name to be Pearl Darkey, a name he 
was not likely to forget, to send him in, 
for, by the same papers, it appeared that 
he was deeply concerned in these trans- 
actions. 

The Trent sailed, and, among others, 

* Now Rear-admiral Otway, and Commander- 
in-chief on the Leith station. 
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fell in with a brig of a description similar 
to that which Mr. Waterhoose had giv^en; 
and the moment the master of her stepped 
on the quarter-deck of the frigate, with 
his papers in his hand^ Ci4;>tain Otway, 
at a venture addressed him, '' Mr. Pearl 
Darkey, how do you do — ^I am glad to 
see you, — the very man I have been 
looking for." Jonathan started and turned 
pale, on hearing his real name thus far 
miliarly mentioi^d, (for it was actually 
Darkey himself,) and Captain Otway« 
* added, by way of helping him out of his 
dilemma, ** I am in possession of your 
whole history and connexion, — I know 
every thing about you, and am now going 
to send you into Port Royal for judg- 
ment." The man, in his dismay and 
confusion, naturally concluded that their 
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schemes had been betrayed by some who 
were in the secret, and did not even at- 
itempt to defend himself under his ficti- 
tious character. The ruse of confidently 
addressing him at once as Pearl Darkey, 
tiirew him off his guard, and deprived him 
of every subterfuge. She was accordingly 
sent in and condemned a good prize to the 
Trent, after the fullest proof of htac being 
loaded with the property of the enemy. 
In the whole of these transactions this 
Anti-Americcm shark was a solitary, but 
very convincing evidence. 

There yet remains one circumstance 
deserving of remark, respectii^ our own 
history, — Fourteen years after these 
events (1819) I happened to call at the 
office of Mr. R. Taylor, one of the 
qnerchants to w)iom I had been attached. 
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in order to get some dates from the log 
book of the ship for the purpose of writing 
these notes, when, on declaring my name,* 
the gentleman in the office, equally to my 
surprise and satisfaction, informed me that 
our capture of La Julie stood perfectly 
good after all, and that they had a. sum 
of prize-money in their hands for me, on 
her account. 

It appeared that the owners, after the 
commencement of hostilities, anticipating 
that the ship would make some attempt 
upon the enemy, had actually taken out 
letters of marque and reprisal for her, 
which upon the affair at Barbadoes trans- 
piring at home, were examined and found 
to have been dated in London a few days 
anterior to our business on the coast of 
Africa, consequently, legalizing our cap- 
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twe ; and therefore the original decree. 
hs^ been reversed, and that proportion, 
of th^ prize which of right belonged 
to us. wa& restored, but stiU allowing,, 
by some arrangement, a share to tlie 
Serapis. 

I pocketed the money aad marched 
off» not a little gratified by this very un- 
expected windfall ; but my gratification 
would have been much increased on the 
occasion,, had my good friend the French- 
man beea present,, that I might have 
shewn him I had got tte ri^t side of the 
argument at last. 

This history, (although a very short 
one,) tends to prove tiiiat all judges and 
other potentates ought to be exceedingly 
cautious about hanging people, unless they 
have the fullest evidence of their deserving 
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it ; as in our case, for example, it would 
have been mortifying in the extreme to 
have suffered the law at Barbadbes, for 
that very act which entitled us to prize- 
money in England. It should also be a 
lesson to those sage personages who have 
the management of prizes not to be in 
too great a hurry in alienating {hem from 
the right owners — ^the captors, to wit — ' 
nor so freely to stigmatize as buccaneers 
and freebooters, those who direct their 
warlike operations only against the de- 
clared enemies of their country. 
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